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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month We meet at:



AMVETS Post No. 1



5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822
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Schedule of Events:

27 August 2011
at 1130 The Rock Ceremony will be held in Enumclaw, WA

11 September 2011    Officers meting, 1100 hours, AMVETS Post No. 1

13 September 2011
Regular meeting, 1900 hours, AMVETS Post No. 1

12 November 2011
Marine Corps Birthday Ball, 1730 hours AMVETS Post No. 1

Invitation
to the U.S. Marine Corps Birthday Ball
Please join us and help us celebrate the 236th Birthday of our Marine Corps 

When:
12 November 2011



1730 to 1830 hours, cocktail hour



1830 Birthday Ceremony followed by dinner and Dancing


Where: 
AMVETS Post No. 1, 5715 South Tyler Street, in Tacoma
Cost:

$25.00 per Person

Uniform:
Dress Blues, if you got them and if they still fit, otherwise



 coat and tie, no jeans please

Menu:
Tossed Green Salad


Seasoned Mixed



With Assorted Dressings 

Vegetables



Apricot Chicken 



Rolls with Butter




Beef Burgundy Filets


Assorted Petit Fours



Garlic Mashed Potatoes 

and Dessert Bars

Penne Pasta with Alfredo and 
Regular or Decaf 

Marinara Sauce 
Coffee, Teas









Birthday Cake 

Music:
By the Michael Crane Band, for your listening and dancing



pleasure

Guest Speaker is Colonel David NEELY  U.S. Marine Corps (Retired)

Reservations are necessary, please call:

Jerry Neil at (253) 232-9120

Kelley Byers at (253) 961-3991

George Hight at (253) 861-4525
Chris Pffaf at (253) 255-3435

From the Commandant
Welcome Aboard:  During our July meeting we voted and sworn in Fabian Martinez into our Detachment.  Similarly, during our August meeting we voted and sworn in Philip H. Taylor, the father of Timothy Taylor into our Detachment.  Welcome aboard, and we are glad to have you in our ranks.

Life Membership:  The Commandant presented the Gold Life Membership card to Dan Heaney.  Congratulations, we appreciate your diligence. 

Awards:  The Commandant presented the Silver Distinguished Medals to Rick Blanchard and Andy Anderson.  Rick Blanchard was awarded this medal for his superb running of the Toys for Tots warehouse for the previous five years.  Andy Anderson was awarded for his operating the annual raffle ticket sales and other fund raisers for the previous 15 years.  Congratulations to both of you, these awards are well deserved.  

Boy Scouts:  Alex Coffey and Dustin Coffey are two newly minted Eagle Scouts of Troop 503.  Each was awarded the Marine Corps League’s Eagle Scout Certificate by the Commandant, George Hight and George Hilbish.  We extend our congratulations to both of you for you great achievements. 

Challenge Coins:  We have received another 100 Detachment Challenge Coins.  Our previous order of 100 sold like hot cakes.  We have 88 coins left, and they are $10 each.  Get one while they are still available.  

Corporal’s Course:  The graduation ceremony for the Corporals Course was held at the Officers’ Club at McChord AFB on 13 August.  This course was conducted by the 4th LSB and compressed six weeks of leadership training into two weeks. This is similar to the old NCO leadership school.  They had extra long days and weekend classes.  There were 32 NCOs and one FMF Corpsman.  The honor graduate was Cpl Helena A. WOODS USMCR.  George Hight presented Cpl Woods with the Marine Corps NCO sword with her name engraved on the blade to commemorate her status as the honor graduate.  This was the detachment’s gift to her and the 4th LSB.  

Young Marines:   We absorbed the Carbon Glacier Young Marines of Enumclaw, WA into our Detachment.  These Young Marines will still train in Enumclaw, because it’s a long commute from there to Tacoma.  Likewise, we are trying to re-activate our Mount Rainier Young Marines in Tacoma.  We need one male and one female responsible adult to be the Commanding Officer and Executive Officer and take over the program.  If you have, or would like to have skills in handling youths, this is a very rewarding experience.  Please contact the Commandant.  

Fund Raisers:  We held the following Red Rose sales


On the 4th of July we collected $1,250.59 for the Wounded Warriors during the Freedom Fair, and the Wings of Tacoma event.  


On 20 and 21 August we held a Red Rose sale for the Wounded Warriors, and collected $1,690 at the South Tacoma Way car show, and the Chrysler car show held at the Frontier Park in Graham. 


On 3 September there will be a baseball game held at Cheney Stadium to benefit the Toys for Tots program.  Tickets will cost $15 each, of which five dollars will go the Toys for Tots program. 

Rock Ceremony:  On Saturday, 27 August, the annual “Rock Ceremony” will be held at the Veteran’s park, off Highway 410 in Enumclaw, WA.  This event is to honor the 32 Marines who perished when their aircraft, an R5-C, hit Mount Rainier in 1947.  This is a very solemn ceremony, and if you have never witnessed it, you should attend this one.   The ceremony starts at 1200 and lasts approximately one hour.

Salsa Festival:  The Wounded Warrior Battalion has a new building, near Madigan Army Hospital.  At their request, we will sponsor a salsa festival on 29 September.  This will be similar to the “Chili Cookout” we sponsored previously.  The cookout resulted in indigestion to some, and will probably do the same for this one, but it was a lot of fun. 

Rock Concert:  Jeff Brennan, who heads our Vets meet Vets program, will be throwing a rock concert to be held on Sunday, September 11, at 7:00 pm at the Temple Theater in Tacoma.  There will be the band Shambala plus six other nationally acclaimed artists.  Call Jeff Brennan at (253) 459-4943 for details and tickets, or visit www.TogetherWeStand.info  Proceeds from this concert is to help prevent and end veteran suicides.

Marine Corps Ball.  The Marine Corps Ball is on track and should go like clockwork. Please see page 3 of this newsletter for details.  Reservations are required.









Semper Fi,









Dante Pugh

New ID Numbers


The Pentagon’s program to remove Social Security Numbers (SSNs) from military ID cards is continuing with its second phase, during which all printed SSNs will be removed from ID cards.  The final phase is expected to begin in late 2012 and will remove SSNs from the bar codes, on the back of ID cards, effectively removing all SSNs.  


ID cards are being replaced as they expire.  Those who’s ID cards have indefinite expiration dates can make an appointment at their ID card office but might want to wait until the final phase is implemented.  To find the nearest ID card office, use the site locator at www.dmdc.osd.mil/rskl 

Warrior Ethos


Mission first, never accept defeat, never quit, and never leave a fallen comrade.
Jury Duty Scam


This has been verified by the FBI (their link is also included below).  Please pass this onto your family and friends.  It is spreading fast so be prepared should you get this call.  Most of us take those summonses for jury duty seriously, but enough people skip out on their civic duty that a new and ominous kind of fraud has surfaced.


The caller claims to be a jury DUTY coordinator.  If you protest that you never received a summons for jury duty, the scammer asks you for your SSN and date of birth so he or she can verify the information and cancel the arrest warrant.  Give out any of this information, and BINGO, your identity was just stolen.  


This fraud has been reported so far in 11 states, including Oklahoma, Illinois, Colorado, Arizona and more.  This swindle is particularly insidious because they use intimidation over the phone to try to bully people into giving information by pretending they are with the court system.  The FBI and federal court system have issued nationwide alerts on their web sites, warning consumers about the fraud


Check it our here: http:wwws.fbi.bov/page2/june06/juryscam060206.htm and 

http:www.snopes.com/crime/fraud/jurydudty.asp    Please make sure you pass this on.  

Adjust Rifles to Marines     


The Marine Corps’ top weapons experts want to revolutionize the service’s primary service rifles to improve the accuracy and adjustability. If senior service leaders agree, the vaunted M16A4 will be retrofitted with:



.  A “floating”
 rail system that increases accuracy



.  An adjustable mount for optics that improve target acquisition.

.  A telescoping butt stock that accommodates tall Marines, short Marines and everyone in between.  



.  A standard rifle sling that has broad utility. 


The Corps’ inventory of M4s would undergo the same upgrades, officials say, - except for the butt stocks, which already comes standard on carbines.  These upgrades will improve accuracy and save Marine’s lives.  And that’s Priority No. 1.  The Corps must act quickly to adopt the recommendations and field the improved rifles.  


The push for an adjustable butt stock, perhaps the most controversial of these initiatives, has been debated for years.  Advocates say it could cut some weight from Marines’ combat load while allowing the rifle to fit better with their body armor.  Critics have argued that by replacing the M16s solid stock, Marines would lose the ability to use their rifle as a blunt object should the need arise during a close quarters fight.  That’s nonsense.  Marines adapt and overcome.  It’s in their DNA.


In a hand to hand duel, the meat of an M16 barrel is fully capable of delivering a deadly strike.  And the blow from an adjustable stock very well could kill an enemy.  At a minimum, it would mess him up enough for a Marine to gain the upper hand.  


These upgrades are about enhancing combat effectiveness.   Marines don’t come in one size.  Their rifles don’t need to either. 

A Smaller Corps Sooner

The national budget crisis could force the Marine Corps to start cutting the force as soon as next fall, and below the 186,000 troop end strength, top officials have pushed to maintain after the war in Afghanistan ends.  Commandant Jim Amos said the options must be considered as the federal government ponders widespread cuts to the defense budget to reduce its ballooning deficit. 


The Commandant addressed the following before the House Armed Service Readiness Subcommittee:  


“... being the most ready when the nation is least ready, the Marine Corps provides the kind of insurance policy that America needs in these uncertain and dynamic times.  In a period of budget austerity, the Corps offers a strategically mobile, middleweight force optimized for forward presence and rapid crisis response, all for well under 10 percent of the DOD budget.”
Surveys for troops in Camp Lejeune and Camp Pendleton

Did you work or live at Camp Lejeune or Camp Pendleton in the 70s or 80s. The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), in partnership with the U.S. Marine Corps, is administering one of the largest health surveys ever conducted in public health history.  Your input is crucial.  If you get the survey please fill it out and return it. 


The survey will be mailed to   300,000 people between June and December 2011.  Those eligible for the survey include a sample of former Marines or sailor who were stationed at Camp Lejeune anytime from 1975 to 1985, civilian employees who worked there anytime between 1972 - 1985.  Those who were a part of a previous 1999-2002 ATSDR survey, and those who registered with the USMC before June 15, 2011 to participate in the survey, as well as a sample of people who lived or worked at Camp Pendleton.


These surveys will help ATSDR and the U.S. Marine Corps understand how environmental and chemical exposures affect human health.  


The survey will ask participants about dates and locations of when and where they lived or worked at Camp Lejeune or Camp Pendleton, as well as their work history and health. 


ATSDR will offer survey in both paper copy and web-based version.  The findings are expected to be released in early 2014.  Additional information is available at:

http:www.atsdr.cd.gov/sites/lejeune/health_survey.html

Marine to be Awarded Medal of Honor
13 August 2011

Stars and Stripes by Leo Shane III

Washington - Dakota Meyer, the first living Marine to receive a Medal of Honor for actions in Afghanistan, will be honored with the award at a White House ceremony Sept 15, administration officials announced last Friday. 


Meyer, who braved intense enemy gunfire in Afghanistan to recover the bodies of four fallen comrades, will be the third living recipient of the award for actions in Afghanistan and the 10th man recognized for exceptional bravery in the current wars.


The 22-year-old’s heroics came in September 2009, when his team was ambushed in the controversial battle of Ganjgal, which claimed the lives of five Marines and nine Afghan allies.  During this engagement, the Marines were denied artillery fire by army officers, Meyer who was wounded by shrapnel realized that his unit lost contact with three Marines and a Navy corpsman who were pinned down by enemy fire.  


Meyer fought his way down a mountainside slope alone to their position.  When he found them all dead and in danger of being claimed as trophies by enemy fighters, he evacuated their bodies with the help of Afghan troops. 


Meyer, a Kentucky native was previously awarded a Purple Heart, served a scout sniper and had previously served in Iraq.  At the time of the ambush, he was serving as a Turret Gunner driver. 

Tom Knoll, a Super Runner and a Million Dollar Man
June 15, by Christina O’Connor

Hawaii Mid Week News

(Comment: Tom Knoll, a retired Master Gunnery Sergeant, is a member of our Detachment and lives in Hawaii.  Ed.)   


In 1978 Tom Knoll was crossing the finish line of a 250 mile run in Okinawa; he was greeted by a little girl with crutches who was standing there to welcome him.  


The girl was sponsored by the Okinawa Shrine Club for hospital treatment, and Knoll, then a counterintelligence official was running to raise money for the organization.  The run was his second for charity - the first was in 1976 around Oahu while he was stationed at the Kaneohe Marine Corps base. 


After the first 133.6 mile run, Knoll thought, “This is a start.  I am going to raise one million dollars for charity,” he says.  And when he crossed the finish line in Okinawa, he knew he would keep going until he met that goal.   Now, 35 years later at age 78, Knoll is still running.  


Thus far, he has raised a total of $994,942 for charities including Make a Wish Foundation, the Challenged Athlete Foundation, Wounded Warriors and many others.  And in July he’s about to hit the million dollar mark.  The final dollars will likely go toward the Challenged Athletes Foundation.  “I’m excited,” he says.  Been a wonderful experience, and I’ve met a lot of wonderful people along the way.”  


Knoll’s run have taken him all of the world - Paris, Istanbul, and Athens to name a few. He has also run across the United Sates twice.  


Although he will reach his goal in July, Knoll has no plans to stop.  He still has a few more runs lined up in the next few months - one in Kona one in Washington DC and another in Alabama.  In two years, he will make his big finale, a third run across the United States.  As always, these runs will raise money for charity.  


“I just like to do stuff for other people,” he says modestly.  


Knoll isn’t sure exactly when or where he will reach the one million dollar mark, but he knows he’s about to cross that finish line.  And even all these years later, it’s the finish line in Okinawa that is still on his mind - even after all of his successes and all of his travels, he still thinks about the little girl who inspired him to make a million.  He lost contact with her a number of years ago, but the last he heard was that she is married, has kids - and she can walk.  To purchase Knoll’s book Why Not a Million? ($25) email him at Iron06man2000@yahoo.com 

(Comment Tom Knoll hit the million dollar mark on the 4th of July.)  

Marines are Still the Most Prestigious Branch

Americans have once again named the Marine Corps as the most prestigious branch of the armed forces, according to the latest Gallup poll.


Thirty-six percent named the Marines as most prestigious in 2001, while forty-six percent do today.  Additionally, Americans believe that the U.S. Army and Marines are the most important to the national defense, followed by the Air Force and Navy.


This differs from the years prior to the start of the Iraq war, when Americans named the Air Force as the most important branch of the armed forces.  

Iraq Marine thanks Vietnam Vets
A thank you to all Vietnam Vets from a Marine in Iraq


A guy gets time to think over here and I was thinking about all the support we get from home.  Sometimes it’s overwhelming.  We get care packages at times faster than we can use them.  There are boxes and boxes of toiletries and snacks lining the center of every tent; the generosity has been amazing.  So, I was pondering the question: “Why do we have so much support?”


In my opinion, it all came down to one thing: Vietnam Veterans, I think we learned a lesson, as a nation, that no matter what, you have to support the troops who are on the line, who are risking everything.  We treated them so poorly back then, when they returned was even worse.  The stories are nightmarish of what our returning warriors were subjected to.  It is a national scar, a blemish on our country, and embarrassment to all of us. 


After Vietnam, it had time to sink in.  The guilt in our collective consciousness grew.  It shamed us.  However, we learned from our mistakes.  Somewhere during the late 1970s and on into the 80s, we realized that we can’t treat our warriors that way.  So... starting during the Gulf War, when the first real opportunity arose to stand up and support the troops, we did.  We did it to support our friends and family going off to war.  But we also did it to right the wrongs from the Vietnam era.  We treat our troops of today like the heroes they were, and are, acknowledge and celebrate their sacrifice, and rejoice at their homecoming, instead of spitting on them.


And that support continues today for those of us in Iraq.  Our country knows that it must support us and it does.  The lesson learned in Vietnam and we are all better because of it. 


Everyone who has gone before is a hero.  They are celebrated in my heart.  I think admirably of all those who have gone before me.  From those who fought to establish this country in the late 1770's to those I serve with here in Iraq.  They have all sacrificed to ensure our freedom.  But when I get back home, I’m going to make it a personal mission to specifically thank every Vietnam Vet I encounter for THEIR sacrifice.  Because if nothing else came from that terrible war, one thing did.  It was the lesson learned on how we treat our warriors.  We as a country learned from our mistakes and now we treat our warriors as heroes, as we should have all along.  I am the beneficiary of their sacrifice, not only for the freedom they, like the veterans from other wars, endured, but for how well our country now treats my fellow Marines and me.  We are the beneficiaries of their sacrifices.

Semper Fidelis

Major Brian P.  Bresnahan

United States Marine Corps 

3rd Battalion, 4th Marines Eyed as Part of Afghan Drawdown
 3/4, a Marine Infantry Battalion out of Twenty nine Palms, CA, will leave Afghanistan  before the end of the year as part of the early phases of a U.S.  Drawdown in the war torn country.


Army LtGen David Rodriguez, the second ranking U.S. commander there, told reporters at the Pentagon on Wednesday (3 August) that 3/4 will not be replaced when it leaves Helmand Province.  The unit comprises more than 1,000 Marines, and is assigned to RCT 8, which oversees operations in Sangin, Musa Qala and other districts in the northern part of the province  

Three Weeks inside Afghanistan’s most Insane Fight
12 July2011

By Mark Moyar


(Editor’s Note: These Marines’ tour was one of the most brutal of the entire war.  In the first three weeks in Afghanistan’s Sangin district, the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines got into more than 100 firefights, and sustained 62 casualties.  The insurgents managed to negate the Marines’ night vision gear, and rendered their traditional close combat tactics useless.  Things got so bad, that 3/5's superior officers even suggested pulling their troops back. 


That didn’t happen.  Instead, 3/5 went after the militants, hard.  They went on the offensive constantly.  They leveled booby trapped compounds without apology.  They didn’t bother with school building until the insurgents were back on their heels.  Nor did they mess with the poppy growers; The Marines had more than their fair share of enemies. 


When 3/5 came home, they told counterinsurgency historian Mark Moyar all about their deeply unconventional approach to what was already an unconventional war.  An excerpt from Moyar’s 74 page after action report follows)  

On October 13, the day 3/5 took control of Sangin; the first Marine patrol to leave the wire came under fire 150 feet from the perimeter.  One member of this patrol was shot dead.  Within the next four days, another eight Marines died.  


The extent of their resistance encountered in Sangin surprised many of the Marines.  It was stronger than any Taliban resistance that Marines had witnessed previously in Afghanistan.  During prior major Marine operations in Helmand, the insurgents had fought toe-to-toe for a few days and then relied primarily on IEDs (improvised explosive devices) and small hit-and-run ambushes.  The insurgents in Sangin kept attacking in large numbers and regrouped for counter-attacks after the initial volleys instead of dispersing.


To maintain morale, officers and NCOs kept their Marines focused on the need to defeat the enemy and avenge the fallen, and kept them active so that they did not have time to mope.  “You really can’t prepare a Marine to lose his good buddy or see another one of his buddies with both his legs blown off,” said Captain Chris Esrey, commander of India Company.  “The best way to overcome that is to get right back out on a patrol the next day because it doesn’t happen every time you go out.”

Grunts and Choppers

Helmand Province, August 2011 - a Marine Special Operations team is in heavy contact with a large insurgent force.  The insurgents have the advantage and the Marines are caught in three small buildings inside a compound.  As the fighting continues, the Marines report that they are critically low on ammunition and water.  They need these supplies now.  Their transmissions are received and relayed to HMLA- 369 (Marine Helicopter Attack Squadron - Light) nicknamed the “Gunfighters” and are tasked to support the small team now in peril.  Although the Gunfighters have been on operations for the last 12 hours, they load up and launch out to support their fellow Marines.  Temperatures are in excess of 100 degrees (F) which degrade their aircraft capabilities, but they make their 35 minute flight directly towards the fight.


Arriving on scene, the Gunfighters realize that the terrain and intense insurgent fire will not allow them to approach the compound low and fast. Instead, they have to spiral down into the compound.  So one Gunfighter Huey helicopter spiraled down into the compound through a blizzard of insurgent gunfire while the other Huey remained over head and tried to cover them.  Forty five seconds to a minute under fire seems to be an eternity when you are sitting in a Huey as it is being unloaded.  The first Huey was unloaded and launched out of the compound clawing for altitude.  From the approach until their departure, they have been under constant fire.  


Once at altitude the first Huey began to orbit the battlefield while the second Huey spiraled down into the compound to unload their valuable cargo.  This time, the insurgent fire was even more intense than before.  The Marines hurried to unload the critical supplies and to suppress the insurgent fires.  One of the door gunners quit unloading the supplies and returned to his machine gun in time to kill three insurgents who attempted to rush the vulnerable Huey.  Several times RPG rounds (rocket propelled grenades) narrowly missed the vulnerable Huey or arced into the air in attempts to hit the Huey flying overhead. 


In less than a minute the second Huey had been unloaded and attempted to launch out of the compound.  The insurgents waited as the vulnerable Huey staggered trying to find lift in the hot, thin air.  Despite the MARSOC Marines and the over head Huey providing covering fire, the second Huey shuddered as it was struck again and again by insurgent gunfire from all quadrants.  Despite being hit through the calf and having the round exit through his elbow the command pilot remained at the controls flying his helicopter to safety.  A yelp of pain came through the intercom as one of the door gunners was shot through his elbow, but he too remained on station and continued firing his machine gun.  The second Huey had been critically hit multiple times and now staggered for home.  It now became a test of flying skills and a test of the Huey’s legendary toughness as both battle damaged helicopters made their way home.


Both damaged helicopters made it home and the wounded Marine pilot and crewman remained on station until they were relieved.  Huey #2 would never fly again and many of the Marines that surveyed the baldly damaged helicopter wondered about how it ever got home.


Now resupplied with badly needed ammunition and food, the MARSOC Marines fought their way out of the insurgent trap.  Using support fires and maneuver, the MARSOC Marines killed over 60 insurgents and destroyed a critical bomb-making factory while not suffering a single casualty during the whole fight. 


Ten men from HMLA-369 flew the two hour mission that day; they received the following awards for gallantry that day:

Two Distinguished Flying Crosses

Two Navy Commendation Medals with Two 

Purple Hearts 





Combat V

Four Air Medals with Combat V 

Two Navy Achievement Medals with 






Combat V




BRAVO ZULU - Well Done
1

