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This newsletter is the unofficial publication of the Pierce County Detachment No. 504, of the Marine Corps League (MCL), located in Tacoma, WA.  The Detachment is subordinate to the Department of WA, MCL.  This publication reflects neither the views nor the opinions of any U.S. government agency nor any private organizations.  This newsletter is published approximately 10 times a year and is free to the members of this Detachment.  Please address all comments or correspondence to the Adjutant/Paymaster at the email address or phone number below:
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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month We meet at:



AMVETS Post No. 1



5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Schedule of Events:

8 October
Fall Staff Conference, Yakima, WA

9 October       0900 Officers Meeting at AMVETS Post No. 1

11 October
Regular Scheduled Meeting

5 November
Parade in Auburn, WA

12 November
Marine Corps Birthday Ball 

Invitation
to the U.S. Marine Corps Birthday Ball
Please join us and help us celebrate the 236th Birthday of our Marine Corps 

When:
12 November 2011



1730 to 1830 hours, cocktail hour



1830 Birthday Ceremony followed by dinner and Dancing


Where: 
AMVETS Post No. 1, 5715 South Tyler Street, in Tacoma

Cost:

$25.00 per Person

Uniform:
Dress Blues, if you got them and if they still fit, otherwise



 coat and tie, no jeans please

Menu:
Tossed Green Salad


Seasoned Mixed


With Assorted Dressings 


Vegetables


Apricot Chicken



Rolls with Butter

Beef Burgundy Filets 


Regular or Decaf

Garlic Mashed Potatoes 


Coffee, Teas


Penne Pasta with Alfredo and 

Assorted Petit Four


Marinara Sauce 



and Dessert Bars








Birthday Cake

Music:
By the Michael Crane Band, for your listening and dancing pleasure

Guest Speaker is Colonel David NEELY  U.S. Marine Corps (Retired)

Reservations are necessary, please call:


Jerry Niel at (253) 232-9120

Kelley Byers at (253) 961-3991


George Hight at (253) 861-4525
Chris Pffaf at (253) 255-3435

From the Commandant

Welcome Aboard:  During our regular September, we voted and sworn in two new members:  Larry D.  Dugger and Timothy Kirkpatrick.  Welcome aboard we are glad to have you join our ranks.  

Boy Scouts:  At 1900 hours, 27 September, there will be a “Court of Honor” to select Eagle Scouts.  It will be held at the Mormon Church located at 13420 94th Ave East, in Puyallup.  All are invited to at trend.

The Rock Ceremony:   On 27 August, a memorial service was held to commemorate the lives of 32 Marines who perished in an aircraft accident on 10 December 1946.  On that day, a Marine Corps R5C transport aircraft crashed into Mount Rainier, there were no survivors and the bodies are still entombed in the glacier of that mountain.  Each year a memorial ceremony was held by “The Rock” in Enumclaw, WA.  This is a memorial and has a bronze plaque with the names of the victims.  During the ceremony the laying of the eternity rose, tolling of the bell, and a hand salute was rendered as the name of each perished Marine was called.  The guest speaker was LtCol Jay Rodne USMCR and the 5th District Representative of the State House of Representative.  Approximately 50 persons were in attendance. The color guard and firing detail was provided by the Marine unit at Bangor Naval Station.  The Carbon glacier Young Marines actively participated in the ceremony.

Young Marines:  One of the relatives of the perished Marines, donated money to have a pizza lunch after the Rock Ceremony.  Arrangements were made with the Frank’s Pizza Restaurant.  After the Ceremony, a long table held the Marines of the Honor and color guard on one side, and the Young Marines on the other side.  Both groups devoured pizza and soft drinks the conversation between the two groups was electrifying and exciting.  We are not sure who had a better time.  Many Young Marines are from foster homes and lack a male role model.  This may have partially satisfied that need.   It was a great lunch.  

Marine Corps Birthday Ball:  The ball is on track for $25.00 per person.  This will include a buffet dinner, a band for your listening land dancing pleasure.  The guest speaker will be Colonel Neely USMC (Retired), the director of the Marine Corps Junior ROTC at Wilson High School in Tacoma.  (See page 3 for details).  

AMVETS Raffle:  A 1998 Oldsmobile in pristine condition will be raffled off on 9 December 2011.  The vehicle was donated by a deceased member, and tickets are $5.00 each, and sold in groups of four.  See Kelley Byers for you ticket. 









Semper Fi,









Dante Pugh

Obama Vows Solid Support for Veterans

By Donna Miles

American Forces Press Service

Washington, Aug 30, 2011 - As the United States deals with its fiscal challenges, President Barak Obama emphasized today that it won’t do so at the cost of its military and won’t “balance the budget on the backs of the veterans.” 


Despite 10 yeas of war, the U.S.  Military “is the best it’s ever been, “Obama told the American Legion National convention in Minneapolis.


“And as we meet the tests that the future will surely bring, including hard fiscal choices here at home, there should be no doubt,” he said.  “The United States of America will keep our military the best trained, the best led, the best equipped fighting force in history.  It will continue to be the best.”


Obama also vowed to stanchly defend the Department of Veteran Affairs’ budget during the budget cutting process. 


Noting historical increases in VA funding in recent years, the president promised to maintain that momentum with special emphasis on programs for wounded warriors and veterans who have served since 9/11.   The president noted the United Sates’ obligation to its veterans, particularly those returning home from the current conflicts with post-traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injuries and other mental health issues. 


In addition to major improvements throughout the VA’s health care system, including better outreach and service to women as well as veterans in rural areas, VA is making big strides in meting the needs of those suffering the unseen wounds of war Obama said. 


“We’re continuing to make major investments - improving outreach and suicide prevention, hiring and training more mental health counselors and treating more veterans than ever before,” he said. 


Obama called recent reports of veterans not getting the prompt mental health care they need “unacceptable.”  “If a veteran has the courage to seek help, then we need to be doing everything in our power to deliver the life saving mental health care they need,” he said. 


VA will stay on this issue, Obama said, “and we’ll continue to make it easier for veterans with post traumatic stress to qualify for VA benefits, regardless of what war you served in.”


In addition, the president cited programs within VA and across the federal government to address some of the associated issues: homelessness and unemployment, among them.  In addition to helping veterans secure homes and funding the post 9/11 GI bill that is now helping more than 500,000 veterans and their families go to college.  Obama said he has directed the federal government to hire more veterans.  


Meanwhile, Obama cited VA Secretary Erik K. Shinseki’s leadership in building a “21st century VA” that takes advantage of technology to provide faster, better service and care for military veterans.  


With progress in medical records sharing between the Defense Department and VA, Obama promised, “we’re going to keep at it until our troops and veterans have a lifetime electronic record that you can deep for life.”


Other work remains ahead, he said, including efforts to “break the backlog

 of disability claims.”


“When our veterans who fought for our country have to fight just to get the benefits they’ve already earned - that’s unacceptable.” the president told the forum.  “So this is going to remain a priority.” 


Obama closed with a reminder to all veterans - no matter when they served or how long - that the United States owes them a debt of gratitude.  “America will never leave your side,” he said.  “America will never forget you.  We will always be grateful to you.” 

Larger Drawdown Possible for U.S. Marine Corps  

By Gina Cavallaro and Dan Lamothe

Published: 30 August 2011

New Orleans - The National budget crisis could force the U.S. Marine Corps to start cutting the force as soon as next fall, and below the 186,000-troop strength top officers have pushed to maintain after the war in Afghanistan ends. 


Commandant Jim Amos said the options must be considered as the federal government ponders widespread cuts to the defense budget to help the U.S. reduce its ballooning deficit. For months the commandant has advocated a gradual drawdown of about 15,000 Marines from the services’ 202,000 active duty end strength, but political and fiscal realities may require the Corps to cut deeper. 


“There is pressure to go below the 186,000,” Amos told Marine Corps Times recently,  “We don’t know what that is going to look like yet and we won’t know for months.”   Earlier this year, recently retired Defense Secretary Robert Gates “blessed” the Corps’ force structure review recommendations, Amos said.  He did so on the condition that force reductions not begin until after U.S.  Combat operations in Afghanistan are complete, likely in 2014. 


Force structure recommendations call for one regimental headquarters to be cut, dropping the total to seven.  The Corps also will cut its active duty infantry battalions from 27 to 24, its artillery batteries from nine to seven and its armor companies from 10 to eight, Marine officials said.


Three active and one reserve Marine wing support group headquarters also will be cut, with aviation logistics expertise kept within the Marine air wing staff.  Command and control of the Marine wing support squadrons will instead fall under the Marine air group headquarters. 


Additionally Marine logistics groups will be trimmed, with key pieces aligned with Marine expeditionary units and infantry regiments.  By being a part of those units, logistics Marines will train with the operational unit instead of assigned to them shortly ahead of a deployment.  


Marine officials in several commands also have disclosed expected troop reductions.  For example, the Basic School at Marine Corps Base Quantico, Va., is planning to see its staff of more than 800 Marines, reduced by 27 captains and 103 enlisted billets.  


The Corps has also started to build two new one-star Marine Expeditionary Brigade headquarters, with one falling under the Marine Corps Forces Central Command, out of Tampa, Fla., and the other falling under Marine Corps Forces Africa Command, based in Germany.


The Corps recently adopted a significant change to its top-end service limits for sergeants, from 13 to 10 years.  Each Marine will still be guaranteed at least one chance to go before a staff sergeant promotion board, even in the slowest promoting military occupational specialties. 


However, once a Marine is passed over twice or reaches 10 years of service without being promoted, he will be shown the door either at the end of his current enlistment or seven months after the release of the promotion board results - whichever offers more time.  


This change is partly a return to normal following rapid growth during the 202,000 push, manpower officials said.  The service limit for sergeants was 10 years from 1992 to 2001. 


However, senior leaders also said it is part of developing a new, more competitive environment that will make a drawdown less painful by moving top noncommissioned officers into zone for promotion faster than they otherwise would be, preventing stagnation.   

Lasers can Detect Roadside Explosives

September 19, 2011

UPI

Researchers at Michigan State University say they’ve devised a laser that can detect roadside bombs, the biggest threat to U.S. troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.


The laser, with about the same output as a simple presentation pointer, has the sensitivity and selectivity to scan large areas and detect improvised explosive devices that account for around 60 percent of coalition troops’ deaths, a university release said Friday.


The laser developed by chemistry Professor Marcos Dantus and MSU colleagues, combines short pulses that cause molecules in the explosives to vibrate, as well as long pulses that are used to “listen” and identify the different vibrations.  


Every kind of molecule has different vibrational frequencies that uniquely identify the substance, much like a fingerprint, the researchers said.


The laser and the method we’ve developed were originally intended for microscopes, but we were able to adapt and broaden its use to demonstrate its effectiveness for standoff detection of explosives,” Dantus said.  The research is being funded by the Department of Homeland Security. 

Marine Receives Medal of Honor

Marine from Kentucky saved dozens despite injuries
Washington DC. 

On Wednesday, the 14th of September, on Thursday President Barak Obama presented the Medal of Honor to Dakota Meyer, credited with saving three dozen lives during operations in Afghanistan in 2009. 


Speaking from the East Room of the White House, Obama said that it was “fitting” that solemn ceremony came just after the nation marked the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks that led to the war in Afghanistan. 


Meyer, Obama said, represents the best of a generation that has served with distinction through a decade of war.  “You did your duty above and beyond, and you kept the faith with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps you love,” Obama said.  He called the former Marine “one of the most down to earth guys that you will ever meet.”    When White House attempted to reach Meyer to arrange for the president to inform him of the honor, they were told he needed to wait for his lunch break.


“I do appreciate, Dakota, you taking my call,” Obama joked.  This week, in a call to arrange final details of Thursday’s service, Meyer asked if he could share a beer with his commander in chief.  They did so outside the Oval office on Wednesday. 


Meyer is the third living recipient, and first Marine to be awarded the Medal of Honor for actions in Iraq or Afghanistan.  At the time of his deployment to combat duty in Afghanistan, he was serving as a turret gunner and driver.  


According to the military, on Sept 8, 2009, Meyer was in the Ganjgal Valley in Kunar province in Afghanistan when his unit was attacked by 50 enemy combatants.  Meyer charged through enemy fire five times in an armored Humvee to save 13 Marines and Army soldiers and 23 Afghan troops who were pinned down.  Meyer is credited with killing at least eight attackers despite being wounded in his arm by shrapnel.  


On the day of the attack, Meyer, then a corporal, was part of a security team, Marine Embedded Training Team 2-8, Regional Corps Advisory Command 3-7.  When a forward team took fire, he asked to be allowed to move forward and he was repeatedly denied.


Finally, he and another Marine, Staff Sergeant Juan Rodriguez-Chavez, jumped into the Humvee and moved out.  Rodriguez-Chavez was awarded the Navy Cross. 

The .45 Caliber M-1911 Pistol Returns

September 16, 2011

Military.com by Matthew Cox


Marine special operators may have a new pistol by years’ end, but it won’t be the latest in sidearm technology.  The Corps’ weapons officials are bypassing decades of handgun innovation and sticking with the revered .45 caliber 1911 for it new Close Quarters Battle Pistol.


Some experts maintain that the 1911 design, while extremely accurate, requires more training and care than other modern tactical pistols. 


Like the M45, the new Close Quarters Battle Pistol will be more accurate and more reliable than just the standard 1911, and will be equipped with a Picatinny rail for mounting weapon lights, said Charles Clark III who oversees infantry weapons requirements at the Corps’ Combat Development and Integration office in Quantico, VA.  


The Marine Corps began issuing 1911 .45 pistols to its elite Force Reconnaissance units in 1990s.  Gunsmiths at the Quantico Weapons Training Battalion Precision Weapons Section built them from old 1911s that had been replaced by the M9 in the mid 1980s.   With the Creation of MARSOC units in 2006 the Corps began issuing the slightly updated M45.  It features improved ergonomics, a custom trigger and better sights. 


Other special operations units - including the Navy SEALS - have upgraded to more modern handguns such as the Sig Sauer P226.  

Chaplain Runs with Marines

Friday, September 9, 2011

Chaplain Johnson, (LtCol USAF)


Last Thursday morning I was one of the more than 300 runners in the NSA Armed Forces Week 5K run at Fort Meade, MD.  It was pretty crowded at the start, but things thinned out after about five minutes or so, and I took my bearings. 


Perhaps 200 yards ahead of me was a group of maybe eight Marines or so who were obviously running together.  I decided that a good goal would be to beat them, which seemed reasonable, as I am a macho Air Force Chaplain and they were only a bunch of United States Marines.  


I kept them in sight for the next couple of miles, but the longer the race went on, the younger those guys got. It became apparent to me in the last half mile that I was not going to catch them, and I resigned myself to finishing well behind them.  


Then I noticed that one of their numbers was struggling and was gradually dropping off the pace. I panted out a word of encouragement as I caught up with him and realized that he was not about to give up.  Within 100 yards of the finish line I saw a strange sight.  The entire group of Marines made a u-turn in the road and was running back towards me.  


As they ran past me I noted their well chiseled muscles and the determined set of their jaws.  I glanced over my shoulder in time to see them rally around their buddy to provide the emotional support of the team so that they could all finish together. 


I was impressed.  No way would they leave a struggling comrade behind.  As I entered the finishing chute I murmured a prayer.  “God, I’m glad those guys are on our side.”  And so it was that I learned a theological truth from the U.S. Marines that is as vivid as any my seminary professors ever taught: “If any one ...  Sees his brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?  Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions a truth.” (1 John 3:17, 18)


Last Thursday I witnessed “a few good men” in action they remind me of the strength of being a team, and that words without actions are pretty much useless.  Thanks, Marines. 
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