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Please remember our fallen on Memorial Day
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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month We meet at:
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5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822
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Schedule of Events

12 June
Officers meeting 1000 at AMVETS

14 June
Regular meeting, 1900 at AMVETS

16-19June
Department of Washington Convention in Yakima, WA

20 August
Red Rose sales at the So Tacoma Way car show

21 August
Red Rose sales at the Pierce County fair grounds in Graham

27 August        Rock Ceremony in Enumclaw

From the Commandant
Welcome Aboard:  During our April we voted upon favorably and sworn in Billy Reed, MSgt USMC (Ret).  During our meeting in May, we voted upon favorably and sworn in Marine Robert M. Still, into our detachment.  Welcome aboard, we are glad to have both of you in our ranks.

Congratulations:  Our Judge Advocate, Kelley Byers was elected to the position of Commander of AMVETS Post No. 1.  Our sincere congratulations and the best wishes for a successful year. 

Young Marines:  The Carbon Glacier Young Marines of Enumclaw, WA conducted a car wash and made almost $400.  A new boot camp will be held between 14 and 21 May.  The graduation ceremony will be held on 21 May.  All are invited.  If we can get eight participants, we could use the AMVETS bus.    

Boy Scouts:  Two Boys Scouts are to be advanced to Eagle Scouts.  We should have more info on this, and will report it in our next newsletter.  As the norm, we will present them each with a 

Marine Corps League Eagle Scout Certificate.  

Fund Raisers:  We will have the following Red Rose sales:

A.  On 20 August we swill set up our tent in front of Opal Lounge.  This will be during


       the car show on South Tacoma Way.


B.  The next day, on 21 August we will set up our tent at the Frontier Park in Graham.

C.  On a date to be announced, we will set up our tent at the Joint base Lewis-McChord.

Toys for Tots:  Past-Commandant George Hight will be going to Quantico, VA to attend the one-day course as the Toys for Tots coordinator.  

Air Rifles:  The 15th and final air rifle was presented to the Marine Corps Junior ROTC.  During our regular meeting, Col David NEELY USMC, (Ret) the Director of the ROTC program, presented Rick Blanchard and Wally Weiman with an engraved M-14 Rifle stock (lower half). This is in recognition for their generous contributions in the procurement of these air rifles.  

Wilson High School Marine Corps ROTC:  This month three Cadets from the ROTC will be awarded Marine Corps League’s medals.  So as not to spoil the surprise, we will announce at a future date the name of the three cadets and the type awards that they will receive. 

Chaplain’s Bell:  George Hight constructed a base plate and polished the daylights of our chaplain’s bell.  It looks beautiful, and sounds great.  Thanks George. 

Challenge Coin:  Our challenge coins were such a success and sold like hot cakes.  Another 100 challenge coins have been ordered, and should be ready in the near future. 

Department of Washington Convention:  Will be held between 16 and 19 June at the Howard Johnson Hotel in Yakima, WA.  Room rates are $84.95 plus tax.  Please contact the Adj/Paymaster for additional details.  

Tuscaloosa Tornado Relief Supplies:  Your Detachment participated in this very noble effort.  See page 5 for additional details.  

Enumclaw Det Rock Ceremony:  On 27 August starting at 1100, the Enumclaw Detachment will hold its annual “Rock Ceremony.”  A little background: In 1946, a Marine Corps R5-C aircraft, with 32 Marines on board, crashed into Mount Rainier, all perished and none of the bodies were recovered.  A memorial was constructed in Mt Rainier National Park.  However, floods have since ravaged the roads leading to the memorial.  A new rock with an identical bronze plate was constructed in Enumclaw.  Annually, on the last Saturday of August a memorial ceremony was held.  This is a very meaningful and colorful ceremony, honoring the 32 Marines.  If you have never attended one, plan on attending this one.  You’ll not regret it. 

Contribution:  Mr. John Huaff, a member of AMVETS Post No. 1 was at the AMVETS lounge. Being a senior citizen, he needed some work done on his house.  He could not do these chores because of his advanced age, and asked for volunteers.  George Hight and Kelley Byers volunteered.  After the chores were completed, he asked what they wanted.  Both replied, “A beer,” an nothing else.  Mr. Huaff believed that this was insufficient payment, and during our last meeting, donated $100 to the Detachment.  Thank you Mr. Huaff, and to both Leaguers for doing such a great deed.  









Semper Fi,









Dante Pugh

From the Adjutant/Paymaster
Dues r Due
One of our Detachment’s sources of income is annual dues.  National Headquarters usually mails out a notice approximately 45 days before the dues expiration date of your membership.  Each quarter National Headquarters also published a membership list of names and expiration dates.  If your name appears below with your membership expiration date, please send a check or money order for $35.00 payable to “Pierce County Det 504" to our Adjutant/Paymaster; mail it to:


Andy Anderson


9806 153rd Street, Court East


Puyallup, WA 98375

Adams, William Dec 2010

Frey, Terry Feb 2011

McDowell Lee Oct3010

Borovich Jr, Fred June 2010

Harvey, Gene E. Aug 2010 
Pischel, Jerald R.

Cisneros, Freddie Feb 2011

Hedger, John A. Feb 2011
Roeca, Richard Dec 2010

Denmark, Thomas June 2010

Jones, Richard Feb 2011
Stone Rodney M. Feb 2011

Ecklund, James April 2010

Joseph, Carlene Mar 2010
Troyer, Ed Feb 2011

Ferry Doug August 2010

Lane, Lyle W. Nov 2010
.

Witsell, Michael J. 


Wright Loren Dec 2010

The above list is current up to February 2011.  If you have paid your dues since then, please disregard this notice.  Of the $35.00 we receive, here is how it is distributed:

Member

For Nat’l Hq
 Department of WA     We keep

New member

$23.00

     $5.00

   $7.00 per person, per year 

Renewal

$17.00

     $5.00

   $13.00 per person, per year


As you can see the Detachment does not get to keep very much.  Your dues are important, so please forward them.  Thanks a million

Earthquake, Tsunami and Tornadoes

After the recent earthquake and tsunami in Japan, the Ron and Don Radio show

(97.3 FM KIRO) in Seattle, WA, began “Operation Airlift, Japan.”  This was a drive to collect emergency relief supplies for six orphanages outside of Misawa Air Force Base, in Japan.  Having no anticipation of the magnitude of the support and the quantity of donations received from three counties here in Western Washington, the radio station was overwhelmed by the quantities of relief supplies received.  The logistics alone overwhelmed the radio station.


At this time, Jeff Brennan, our Senior Vice-Commandant, with Sheriff Ed Troyer of the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office, also a member of our Detachment was contacted by the radio station to enlist support of the MCL, AMVETS Post No. 1, and Pierce County Crime Stoppers.


The Detachment’s Toys for Tots warehouse, which was large enough to hold four basket ball games simultaneously, was immediately available.  With over100 volunteers, they collected and relocated over 200,000 pounds of relief supplies.  These were separated, inventoried, packed and prepared for embarkation.  


The nearby McChord Air Force Base was contacted in an effort to fly the supplies to Misawa Air Force Base.  Their operational commitment to support our troops in Afghanistan prevented them from fulfilling our request.


The NGK Shipping Company of Tacoma was contacted and agreed to transport the relief supplies by a ship to Tokyo.  Additional arrangements are underway to ship the relief supplies by truck/rail from Tokyo to the Misawa orphanages.  Unexpected bureaucracy was encountered with the Japanese Customs Department, delaying the shipment.   


The tornadoes of the 27th and 28th April that hit Alabama resulted in extensive damage. On Friday, 29 April, Jeff Brennan and Ed Troyer received a phone call from the Ron and Don show.  In view of the disaster that on by the tornadoes in Alabama, they asked their audience, could we donate some relief supplies from our Operation Airlift Japan.  They replied in a positive response.  


On Monday, 2 May, the UPS foundation donated two semi trucks with two 53-foot trailers to transport relief supplies to Tuscaloosa and the surrounding areas.  We called this “Operation Southern Comfort.”   By noon the same day, George Hight and Kelley Byers organized a great working party of volunteers (including inmates) and coordinated the loading of both trucks with 131 pallets of relief supplies, weighing over 80 thousand pounds.  


The materials shipped were:  24 pallets of bottled water, and 117 pallets of assorted relief supplies.  These included canned food, dried food, juices , household items, sanitation material, i.e. soap, toilet paper,  paper towels, clothing for infants children and adults, blankets, sleeping bags, tooth paste with brushes, personal care items, etc.


Each truck had two contract drivers provided bay UPS and donated gas money, tolls, etc. On departure, we instructed the drivers to give position reports as the convoy neared its destination.  They drove straight through to Tuscaloosa.   


Jeff Brennan, Ed Troyer, Rachel Belle from KIRO radio station, and Kathy Hupe from Crime Stoppers flew to Huntsville, Alabama, rented a car and drove to Tuscaloosa.  Ironically they and the trucks from Tacoma all arrived at the same time, 1700 on 4 May at the Tuscaloosa airport.  Upon arrival we discovered that we were one of the first ones to arrive with relief supplies.  We beat FEMA by two days.  FEMA declared that we should coordinate the deliveries of relief supplies with them.  We responded that the next time we will.     


The relief supplies were unloaded inside a hangar.  The unloading was done by the Marine Corps League personnel from Tuscaloosa and Birmingham along with students from the University of Alabama, and other volunteers.  They were previously contacted by Jeff Brennan and agreed to provide support personnel and vehicles to transport the supplies.  One Marine GySgt Leach USMC, who was with the I&I Staff, Tuscaloosa, whose house was completely destroyed, along with MCL members Ray Looney and Loren Horn, organized the distribution of relief supplies.  They were the principal organizers of Operation Southern Comfort in Alabama. 


While unloading, several pallets were immediately transported to shelters within Tuscaloosa.  It took two hours to unload both trailers.   Later we were given a chance to tour the shelters and interview victims of this catastrophe.  Especially Rachel Belle who conducted live broadcast interviews from the disaster area.  An important observation was that strangers in a neighborhood and communities, who did not know each other, became supportive, sympathetic and offered assistance and comfort to total strangers.  On 5 May were given a helicopter tour by the Tuscaloosa Police Department and saw the extent of the damage. We then flew back to Tacoma on Friday, 6 May.  Operation Southern Comfort was a success.


Let me emphasize that no one person or group deserves special credit or recognition for this effort.  It is the product of a strong and caring community, coupled with the Veterans and First Responders that saw the need and assumed the mission.


Semper Fidelis,


George E. Hight Jr.


Immediate Past Commandant, Pierce County Det 504

Job Finding Help for Vets

 New bill would boost job finding help for vets.  The Senate Veterans’ Affairs Committee chairwoman is pushing for a dramatic expansion of government programs aimed at helping separating service members find jobs.


With an unemployment rate of as high as 27 percent for Iraq and Afghanistan-era veterans ages 20 to 24, Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash, the committee chairwoman and a member of eh Senate Democratic Party leadership, worries the government isn’t providing the kind of help or follow -up service members need as they separate or retire from the service. 

USMC Pack Could Debut In October 

The Marine Corps’ search for a new standard issue pack is complete.  Officials have settled on a final design for the USMC pack, which Marines will begin wearing downrange as early as October, according to LtCol Kevin Reilly, the pack’s program manager at Marine Corps Systems Command in Quantico, VA.


The pack will look a lot like the gear carried by Army personnel and feature shoulder straps that fit better with and without body armor, offer more adaptable storage, and accommodate pouches with more webbing than Improvised Load Bearing Equipment systems Marines use now.

Dark Horse Battalion Returns Home

San Diego - The men of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines, returned home in mid April to joyous reunions with families and friends; and also under the close watch of medical and mental health experts.


The extra attention is by design part of an ongoing effort by the 1st Marine Division to cushion the transition home, for a hard-hit battalion that spend seven months locked in bloody battles against Taliban Forces. 

Fewer Marines, More Airmen Proposed

Three powerful U.S. senators, John McCain, Carl Levin, and Jim Webb proposed the reduction the number of Marine families and increase the number of Air Force families who will move from Okinawa to Guam.  According to the three senators’ joint statement, they’re proposing three major changes to Guam:


1.  The mix of Marines that would move to Guam would shift from a majority of headquarters personnel, who would bring their families.  Operational units, i.e. battalions will have their families’ home ported elsewhere.  This would reduce the number of dependents. 


2.  Airmen and “Air Force assets” would move from Kadena air base in Japan to Anderson Air force base in Guam.  The senators believe that Anderson AFB is large and underutilized.


3.  Instead of building a firing range in Guam, a combined arms training camp would be built elsewhere, possibly Tinian. 


The above proposals would save billions in taxpayer dollars, keep U.S. military in the region, greatly reduce the timing of sensitive political issues surrounding Marine Corps Air Station (Futenma in Okinawa) and reduce the American presence in Okinawa. 


Pentagon Response: Leslie Hull-Ryde, a pentagon spokeswoman stated that the current is one component of a base realignment plan agreed upon in a U.S. - Japan treaty in 2006.  The treaty was reaffirmed last year, solidifying a plan to move about 8,000 Marines and about 9,000 dependents from Okinawa to Guam. 


The price tag:   Rising U.S. debts is the primary factor for the above spending cut proposal.  Also the current earthquake/tsunami and nuclear reactor crisis has an estimate price tag of $300 billion.  The move will cost about $10 billion with Japan paying about $6 billion and the U.S. paying $4billion.  Neither can afford that price tag. 


Tinian training:  A training facility could possibly be built on Tinian.  The three senators did not specifically mention Tinian.  Webb, on his on line observations stated that he recommends Tinian for a training site. 


The military announced that Tinian cannot be used as a substitute firing range to what it wants to do on Guam.  The Marines said that Marines need to use the firing range on a regular basis, and constant travel back and forth to Tinian is not feasible.  Most recently, in March LtGen Richard Tyron USMC told Congress that a firing range in Tinian would prevent Marines from test firing weapons quickly in an emergency arose.  


Regardless, Webb recommended a “Camp Fuji style” training site on Tinian.  Camp Fuji is a self sustaining base where U.S. and Japanese troops visit for training over an extended period.  According to the Camp Fuji website, the facility includes firing ranges, maneuver areas, barracks, a gym, messhall, a sewage treatment plant and a post office. 

Corps Using New Breed to Sniff-out IEDs
Camp Dwyer, Helmand Province, Afghanistan:  The Marine Corps believes it has found the right dog for the counter - IED fight, but it’s not the traditional military working dog.  It’s a Labrador retriever, and resembles Lassie more closely than Rin Tin Tin. 


Originally created to help Canadian hunters catch game, todays typical Labrador is catching Frisbees.  The energetic yet even tampered canine has become arguably the most common household pet in the world.  Sgt. Steve Basham, the kennel supervisor with 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, said the Marine Corps began taking more interest in Labradors after an Auburn University study highlighted the breed’s hunting instinct, disposition and controllability, or “how you could control the dogs with whistles and arm signals.” 


‘Bomb dogs were mainly created for the urban terrain, whereas the Labradors were meant to work off leash,” explained Basham from Hawesville, Kentucky.  Typically the Marines push the Labradors out front during patrols, Basham said.  Labradors can smell 17 different odors associated with homemade explosives, the dogs’ noses can sometimes detect what the Marines combat metal detector can’t, he explained.


LtCol Kenneth Burger, the project manager at Quantico, VA., said the IDD force is already slated to increase from 315 to 647 dogs. “The first handler course started on 9 April 2011, but will not be realized in-theater until September 2011, when the first unit will deploy with an increased number of dogs.”


“In conjunction with the increase in IDD’s” Burger said, “each unit receiving IDD will also be given a Field Service Representative who will not only train in the U.S.  With the unit, but will deploy with them as well.” 


The FSRs are necessary because IDD handlers receive limited training, Burger said.  Traditional dog handlers attend a formalized Department of Defense school to earn a secondary military occupation specialty, whereas IDD handlers receive about five weeks of basic instruction and four weeks of integration training with their unit.  The IDD training is simply designed to give the handler basic skills without interfering with their pre-deployment training.  


Currently two private contracting companies conduct the IDD training: American K-9 Interdiction, based out of Carrsville, VA.; and K-2 Solutions, Inc., in Southern Pines, N.C.  The IDDs undergo 14 weeks of training prior to being presented for certification; however, even upon certification, IDDs must continually undergo sustainment training to maintain proficiency and conditioning, Burger said.  Prior to deployment, handlers will also participate in a one week of refresher training.  

Bad Guys’ Weapons      

(Comment: Last month, May 2011 issue of our newsletter we had an “Appraisal of Marine Weapons in Afghanistan.”  This issue we will give an appraisal of the “Bad Guys Weapons.” Ed)


AK-47s:  The entire country is an arsenal.  Works better than the M-16 and the .308 Russian round kills reliably  PKM belt fed light machine guns are also common and effective.  Luckily, the enemy mostly shoots like sh-t.  Undisciplined “spray and pray” type fire.  However, they are seeing more and more precision weapons, especially sniper rifle.  (Iran again.)


The RPG is probably the infantry weapon most feared by our guys.  It’s simple reliable and as common as dog sh-t.  The enemy responded to our up-armored Humvees by aiming at the windshields, often at point blank range.  It is still killing a lot of our guys. 


The IED is the biggest killer of all.  It can be anything from old Soviet anti-armor mines to jury rigged artillery shells.   The enemy would take 2 or 3 155 mm artillery shells and wire them together.  Most are detonated by cell phones and the explosions are enormous.  You’re not safe in any vehicle, even an M-1 tank.  Driving is by far the most dangerous thing our guys do over and over.  Lately, they are much more sophisticated “shape charge” (Iranian) specifically designed to penetrate armor.  Fact: Most of the ready made IEDs are supplied by Iran, who is also providing terrorists (Hezbollah types) to train the insurgents in their use and tactics.  That’s why the attacks have been so deadly lately.  Their concealment methods are ingenious.  The latest being shape charges, in Styrofoam containers spray painted to look like the cinder blocks that litter all Afghanistan roads.  We find about 40% before they detonate, and the bomb disposal guys are unsung heroes of this war.  


Mortars and Rockets are very prevalent.  The Soviet era 122 mm rockets (with an 18 km range) are becoming more prevalent.  One NCO lost a leg to one.  These weapons hit our base almost daily at night the entire time, and there was a lot of damage.  At night the mortars and rockets disrupt sleep and cause fatigue.  They are more of a psychological weapon than anything else.  The enemy mortar teams would jump out of vehicles, fire a few rounds, and then haul ass in a matter of seconds.  


Fun Fact.   Captured enemy have apparently marveled at the marksmanship of our guys and how hard they fight.  They were told in Jihad school that the Americans rely solely on technology and can be easily be beat in close quarters combat for their lack of toughness.  Let’s just say they know better now. 


Bad Guy Technology.  Simple yet effective.  Most communications is by cell and satellite phones and also by email on laptops.  They use hand held GPS units for navigation and “Google Earth” for overhead views of our positions.  Their weapons are good, if not fancy and prevalent.  Their explosives and bomb technology is TOP OF THE LINE.  Night vision is rare.  They are very careless with their equipment and the GPS units and laptops are treasure troves of intell when captured. 


Who are the Bad Guys?  These are mostly “foreigners.” non Afghan Arab Jihadists from all over the Muslim world (and Europe).  Some are virtually untrained young Jihadists that often end up as suicide bombers or in various “sacrifice squads.”  Most are however hard core terrorists from all the usual places, i.e. Al Qaeda, Hezbollah, Hamas, etc.  These are the guys running around murdering civilians en masse and cutting heads off. 


The Chechens (many who are Caucasian) are supposedly the most ruthless and the best fighters.  They have been fighting the Russians for years.  The terrorists have been very adept at infiltrating the Afghan local governments, the police force and the Army.  They have - a spies and agitator network there since the Iran-Iraq war in the early 80's.   


Bad Guy Tactics:  When they are engaged on an infantry level, they get their asses kicked every time.  Brave, but stupid.  Suicidal banzai type charges were very common earlier in the war and still occur.  They will literally sacrifice an 8 -10 man-team in suicide squads by sending them screaming and firing AKs and RPGs directly at a bases to probe the defenses.  Hey get mowed down like grass every time.   When engaged they have a tendency to flee to the same building, probably for what they think will be a glorious last stand.  Instead, we call in air and that’s the end of that more often than not.  These hole-ups are refereed to as Alpha Whiskey Romeos (Allah’s Waiting Room).  


Air Strikes:  We have the laser guided ground-air thing down to a science.  The fast movers, mostly Marine F-18s, are taking an ever increasing toll on the enemy.  When caught out in the open, the helicopter gun ships and AC-130 Specter gun ships cut them to ribbons with cannon and rocket fire, especially at night.  Interestingly, artillery is hardly used at all.  


Fun Facts: The enemy death toll is supposedly between 45-50 thousand.  That is why we’re seeing less and less infantry attacks and more IED and suicide bomber sh-t.  The new strategy is simple attrition.  The insurgent tactics most frustration is their use of civilian non-combatants as cover.  They know we do all we can to avoid civilian casualties and therefore schools, hospitals and especially Mosques are locations where they meet, stage for attacks, cache weapons, and ammo and flee to when engaged.  They have absolutely no regard whatsoever for inflicting civilian casualties.  They will terrorize locals and murder without hesitation, anyone believed to be sympathetic to the Americans.  Kidnaping of family member especially children, is common to influence people they are trying to influence but can’t reach, such as local gov’t officials, clerics, tribal leaders, etc, The first thing our guys are told is “don’t get captured.”  They know that if captured they will be tortured and beheaded on the internet.  They openly offer bounties for anyone who brings in a live American serviceman.  This motivates the criminal elements who otherwise don’t give a sh-t.  As such, for our guys every fight is to the death.  Surrender is not an option.  

What One Did Not Learn at the Infantry Officers Course
By Matthew Collins


The battlefield is not as empty as the training areas in Quantico.  You and the bad guys make up a small fraction of what is happening in the country.  This perspective is important.  


In Iraq, we peaked at roughly 180 thousand troops plus a smaller number of contractors. On any given day, we figured we were fighting about 20 thousand operational bad guys with an active support network of maybe100 thousand.  This was among the more than 25 million people in Iraq.  


In those 25 million people, you will find hustlers, criminals, humanitarians, opportunists, heroes, and a lot of people who just want to survive.  The bad guys have a much better understanding about how this society works.  You are going to have to sort things out quickly. 


People are not born terrorists, anymore than they are born saints.  They are made so by their decisions and their circumstances.  Some of these decisions and circumstances you will be able to influence.  Others you will not.  The process of becoming a terrorist is not irreversible.  You will kill some and capture others, but most will simply quit.  They are a volunteer force as well.  


Much of your time will properly be focused on the tiny fraction of population that are planting bombs and shooting at you.  Do not let those people distort your view of the rest of the people.  Remember David Kilcullen’s advise about the conservation of enemies.  Do not create more bad guys than you can eliminate.  
Marine Engages Enemy, Leads Team to Safety 
12 May 2011, by Cpl Alvin T. Leyendecker

Forward operating base Payne, Afghanistan


For much of their deployment, Marines of 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion have found an insurgent force which was reluctant to fight them toe to toe.  Rather, the enemy has relied more on improvised explosive devices and indirect fire. 


However, on 20 April, LCpl Jesse K. Knerr, section leader for 3rd Platoon, E Company, 3RD LAAR and a native of Portland Ore., found that when insurgents have their backs against the wall they are left with no choice but to fight. 


The mission of the day was to conduct a search of an area that hadn’t been explored by coalition forces, but was suspected of being a site for possible insurgent fighting positions. 


When Knerr and his fire team patrolled the area, they found structures made of rock, which blended into the ridge of the mountain.  This was different than the buildings they were accustomed to seeing, which were mainly mud huts.  


Knerr signaled for his fire team to search the structures, where they found battery packs, rocket propelled grenades, enemy propaganda and half eaten meals what were still warm. 


After radioing in the intelligence, Knerr and his fire team followed a trail outside the building, which led to the ridge of the mountain to a small cave with an even bigger cave100 meters above it.


As they walked up the ridge, the fire team found fighting holes all along the ridge.  Suddenly, they began taking small arms fire from the insurgents in the bigger cave, only about a football length away from their positions.


The fire team immediately found cover.  It was around 4.30 p.m. when SSgt Yobani Tejada, platoon sergeant for 3rd Platoon, received a radio call from Knerr stating that his team was engaged by enemy fire on the mountain ridge. 


Tajada, who was in a Light Armored Vehicle 25 at the bottom of the mountain, told the Marines to find cover so they could provide fire from their turret and call in air support.  


Knerr realized that he had to come up with a plan which would get his Marines out of their safety.



Spotting an area which supplied sufficient cover, Knerr directed the Marines to suppress the enemy fire while each of them advanced toward the area. 


After the Marines were clear, Knerr radioed back to Tejada, who had two vehicles simultaneously suppressing the enemy fire.  The insurgents returned fire with rocket propelled grenades, but came no closer than 100 meters of the vehicles.  Air support arrived in the form of F-18s, which destroyed the enemy positions.


Afterward, Knerr was thankful that he and his fire team made it out safely.  “I knew that we all had to come together at that very moment when we were under fire and execute my plan perfectly or lives could be lost.” said Knerr.  “In a situation like that, there is no room for error.”


Petty Officer 1st Class Joshua I. White, a corpsman who was with the fire team, said he and the other fire team members gave credit to Tejada for preparing them for the situation. 


“He always told us to strengthen our minds, or we’ll loose it.” said White.


In this battle, the strong mental awareness of Knerr and his fire team made all the difference in successfully getting the team out of a dangerous situation.  

Wanna be

Charlie and I, both retired Marines, were having a beer at the local AMVETS club, when in walked this young man, and asked if he join us.  We said O.K.


Charlie asked him if he was a veteran, the kid replied yes, and that was honorably discharged for punching his C.O. in the face.


I asked him if he did time, he said “No”
“Maggie’s drawers” started waving as my buddy and I looked at each other; and I winked, turned and asked the wannabe where he went to boot camp, Sioux City Iowa or are you a Hollywood Marine?


He gave me a funny look, smiled and said “Sioux City of course. 

In short, he was told to leave, and never come back to this place.    
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