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Have a great 4th of July
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Schedule of Events

3 and 4 July

Possible Red Rose sales at the Freedom Fair in Tacoma

10 July


Officers meeting 1000 at AMVETS

12 July


Regular meeting, 1900 at AMVETS

7 August

Officers Meeting 1000 at AMVETS

9 August

Regular meeting 1900 at AMVETS

20 August

Red Rose sales at the So Tacoma Way car show by Opal Lounge

21 August

Red Rose sales at the Pierce County fair grounds in Graham

27 August        
Rock Ceremony in Enumclaw

From the Commandant

Welcome Aboard:  During our June meeting, we voted upon and accepted for membership Judy Wirkkala, a former member of the Mount Rainier Detachment in Enumclaw, WA.  Ms. Wirkkala heads the Carbon Glacier Young Marines in Enumclaw.  Welcome aboard, we are glad to have you in our ranks. 

Distinguished Citizen’s Silver Medal:  During the convention of 16-19 June in Yakima, Rick Blanchard and Andy Anderson were awarded the Silver Distinguished Citizen’s Medal.  These awards are long overdue and very deserving.  Rick Blanchard received the award for his five years of supervising our Toys for Tots warehouse, and Andy Anderson for his 14 years of running the raffle ticket sales at the gun shows.  

Distinguished Service (Bronze) Medals:  Three cadets from the Wilson High School JROTC were awarded the Detachment’s Bronze Distinguished Service Medals.  They are:  Cadets LCpl David Lafountain, LCpl Courtney May, and LCpl Curtis Meiman.  The presentation was made by George Hight.  

Young Marines:  We have officially absorbed the sponsorship of the Carbon Glacier Young Marines of Enumclaw into our Detachment.  Ms. Wirkkala will continue to ram rod this program, and needs assistance.  If you would like to help out, please contact the Commandant. 

Buffalo Meat Raffle:  Our Young Marines are raffling off a side of buffalo (as in a side of beef). We are talking about 275 pounds of buffalo meat, cut into steaks, roast, ribs, ground, etc.  The meat will be fresh, wrapped, frozen, and delivered to the winner.  Estimate value of the meat is $2,300. Tickets are $2.00 each.  Hope you have a large freezer. See the Commandant for tickets.  

Young Marines Trip:  The reason for the above raffle is that our Young Marines need $10,000 to send them to Hawaii in December.  This is part of a national Young Marines Program.  They will fly to Oahu, be billeted at MCAS Kaneohe, eat at the messhall, and live in the barracks like real Marines.  They will visit the historic sights, as well as the military museums, Pearl Harbor, etc.  

Fund Raisers:  We have a red rose fund raiser at the Freedom Fair, in Tacoma.  We got a decent location and will raises money for the Wounded Warriors. The event will take place on 3 and 4 July. So please avail yourself for at least one of the two days.  Please contact George Hight at 861-4525 to arrange for transportation.  Thanks a million. 


On 20 August we will have a red rose sale at the car show in front of Opal Lounge in South Tacoma Way.


On 21 August, we will have a red rose sale at the Frontier Park in Graham.   


On 3 September we will have a baseball game at Cheney stadium.  It will be in support of the Toys for Tots program.  Tickets for the game are $15.00, of which $5.00 will be donated to our Toys for Tots.  

Challenge Coins:  Recently we have ordered and received 100 Detachment challenge coins.  They sold like hot cakes.  We have ordered another 100 challenge coins, but have not received them yet.  As soon as they become available, we will let you know. 

Department of Washington Convention:  This convention was held between 16 and 19 June.  Our Detachment was represented by George Hight, George Hilbish, Dante Pugh, and Andy Anderson.  Some of the highlights are:


Retention and Recruiting.  Quite a few members have not paid their dues, and it’s hurting everybody.  We realize that the economy stinks, but we got to pursue this stronger.    


Detachments should have more social events with family involvement, such as dinners, picnics, bowling, etc.  


Use camaraderie.  Like in the barracks in the olden days.  When a new member joins the Detachment, greet him/her, include him in all your social events, and treat him/her like a brother or sister instead of a stranger.  


Recruiting.  When you place your MCL card on a vehicle with a USMC emblem, stick around and engage the owner in a conversation.  Do not take “No” for an answer.  Ask him why he is not interested in joining the League, and engage him in a conversation, start a dialogue, maybe he doesn’t know anything about the League, enlighten him. 


Get involved in your community.  Get the press involved, blow your horn.

Relief Supplies:  We finally got the customs clearance to ship the disaster relief supplies to Japan.  We got it because we declared that the supplies were a gift to the Mayor of Misawa.  The supplies consisted of clothing, blankets, sleeping bags, dry and canned foods, household cleaning supplies, health and hygiene items, diapers, toys, school supplies, bottled water etc.  


A total of 182 pallets stacked two high were placed inside five full sized containerized cargo shipping containers with a net with of 95,585 pounds. The containers were loaded at a pier in Seattle on a large containerized cargo ship, and shipped to Pusan, Korea.  The cost of the shipping was free.  


The cargo was off loaded on a small container ship.  The reason for the trip to Pusan, was that the port servicing Misawa could not accommodate large sized container ships.  Misawa Air Force Base was only six miles from the port.  On 13 June the supplies arrived at the port servicing Misawa.  The relief supplies were trucked inside a hangar at the base.  The Officers Wives Club at the base will distribute the supplies to four orphanages with over 1,100 orphans. 
Semper Fi,

      





Dante Pugh

How John Wayne Saved the Marines


If John Wayne was alive, he would be 104 years today.  He was born on 26 May, 1907 in Winter Set, Iowa, as Marion Morrison, weighing 13 pounds.  His birthplace is a museum.  There is a guest book, opened to a page with the entry, in the entrant’s handwriting, name:  Ronald Reagan.  Address: 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington D.C.


To celebrate the birthday of a truly great American, let me tell you how John Wayne saved the Marine Corps.  In the aftermath of World War II, the psychological letdown after years of war and bloodshed, the huge demobilization of servicemen, the desire to slash military spending, and the antipathy towards the military by left-wingers in the Democratic Party all combine in a call by a number of Senators and Congressmen to abolish the Marine Corps. 


In this they were supported by the Doolittle board, created by Harry Truman, which called for the Marine Corps to be “disbanded” as a separate military force, and “unified” with the Army (yes, the board was headed by an Air Force general, Jimmy Doolittle).


A group of enterprising Marines - you can always depend on Marines to be enterprising - with Hollywood connections, thought a movie made around the most famous photograph of World War II, Joe Rosenthal’s of the Marines raising the flag on Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima, and could help sway public opinion against their disbandment.


They approached the legendary director Allan Dwan, who agreed to commission a script.  The movie was to be called “The Sands of Iwo Jima,” and everybody agreed there was only one man who could play the lead role of Sergeant Stryker:  John Wayne.


To their great surprise, Wayne turned it down.  He didn’t like the script, and he wasn’t enamored of the character of Stryker.  The Marines came to the rescue again.  The Marine Corps Commandant, General Clifton B. Cates, got on an airplane and flew from Washington to Los Angeles to personally request Wayne make the picture.  When General Cates explained the stakes involved - the very existence of the Marine Corps - Wayne immediately changed his mind, promising the general he would do everything in his power to have the movie to be a success. 


The Sands of Iwo Jima was released in 1949 and quickly became a runaway blockbuster, with millions of moviegoers packing every theater showing it.  Wayne was nominated for a Best Actor Oscar, establishing him as Hollywood’s Number One box office star.  The Doolittle Board folded its tent, and no politician on Capitol Hill ever again said a word about disbanding the Marines.


So let’s all say “Semper Fi,” to the memory of John Wayne.
Freedom
“If we loose freedom here, there is no place to escape to.  This is the last stand on Earth.”  

Ronald Reagan, 1964

Marines’ Okinawa Move to Guam, Postponed 

Moving U.S. Marine to Guam by 2014 nixed.

NHK  - 17 June, 2011


The Japanese and U.S. governments have officially given up their previously agreed upon 2014 timetable to relocate the U.S. Marines’ Futenma Air Station in Okinawa.  The two countries will hold a bilateral meeting of foreign and defense ministers in Washington next Tuesday, however, the meeting was postponed. 


An informed source says the statement will confirm that the planned new U.S. airfield to be constructed on the coast in the Henoko district of Nago City, Okinawa.  This is in lieu of the move to Guam.  The new airfield will have V-shaped runways.  The new airfield will take over the functions of the present Futenma base which is situated in a densely populated residential area.


The source says the statement will hint at the possibility of placing the runways far off shore rather than the originally planned site near the beach. 


The 2014 target date to relocate U.S. Marines stationed in Okinawa to Guam will also be given up.   The statement will say the transfer of 8,000 Marines will not be completed by 2014.

Cup of Coffee


I would like to relate a chow hall story.   I was medevaced from the Persian Gulf region and was sent to the Army hospital in Landstuhl, Germany.  On my first morning there, still in my dirty chocolate chip cammies, I followed my nose to the “dining facility” in an attempt to satisfy my craving for real coffee.  


I found the coffee pot but no cups.  Across the room was a young Army private setting up the chow line. I asked for a coffee cup but the private, without looking up, rather sternly informed me that the dining facility was not open and to leave. 


Okay, I asked again and this time offered to wash the cup when I was finished.  The private replied that the dining facility did not open till 0730 and I had better get the f--k out.  I told the private that if he did not provide me with a coffee cup, I was going to lay hands on him and ensure he would never have the opportunity to breed from that day forward (or words to that effect). 


He finally looked up and decided that the 6 foot, lean 200 lbs, probably very red faced and definitely pi--ed off Marine was serious.  He fled through the galley doors and disappeared.  A few moments later the private returned, not with a coffee cup but the LtCol in charge of the dining facility.  The LtCol took one look at me, looked to the private and told him to bring me a coffee cup, then bring both of us breakfast.  


I always wondered if the private did anything to the chow, but did not care, I had my morning cup of coffee and no problems at the chow hall, regardless of the time of day or night for the rest of my stay.  Adapt, improvise and overcome. 









Bill Hobbs, CWO-2 USMC

Reserves Lead Growing Black Sea Mission

By James K. Sanborn - Staff writer


Marine reservists are at the helm of what is the largest multinational training exercise in Europe - and it’s still growing, with future opportunities for half year stints overseas.   


Black Sea Rotational Force, now in its second year, is a training partnership between Marines and 12 nations including Georgia, Romania, and Bulgaria. The exercise grew from a three-month mission with 100 Marines in 2010 to a six month mission and about 185 Marines this year, said LtCol Sean Clements, a spokesman for the task force.


Already deemed a success, leaders have secured a budget to keep the annual exercise running through at least 2017.  Next year it will balloon to 315 Marines, adding 130 more opportunities for reservists to travel to Eastern Europe.


Nearly any reservist can apply to support the all-volunteer task force.  Marines in fields ranging from infantry and artillery, to engineering, logistics and public relations are needed, said LtCol Nelson Cardella, who commands the force.  If selected, Marines travel with a security cooperation task force to Romania, which serves as its base of operations as Marines travel about the region.


The expansion is part of the Corps’ increased focus on foreign training and an example of the Reserve’s continued effort to carve out niche missions in a post-Afghanistan military.  The Reserves also is considering specialty battalion for law enforcement and explosive ordnance disposal.


During this year’s deployment, which began in April and ends Sept 18, a force composed almost entirely of reservists is preparing some foreign troops for war in Afghanistan and others for peace keeping in areas such as Sudan and Lebanon.  The exchanges also will occur in Moldavia, Albania, Macedonia, Serbia, Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia, Azerbaijan and Ukraine. 


Several senior Marine leaders have argued for an increase in foreign training missions such as the Black Sea Rotational Force, including Assistant Commandant Gen Joseph Dunford, who said during an April speech in Washington that it is an inexpensive way to make diplomatic inroads and promote global stability.  Clements echoes those sentiments.  


“It’s a very cost effective way to carry out security corporation,” he said, “in this time of fiscal constraints, that’s getting a lot of attention.”  Promoting stability and solid relationships with a few hundred Marines is far cheaper than dealing with instability further down the road.  As an example, Dunford juxtaposed Egypt, where Marines train, until recently with Libya which had few ties to the U.S. 


It also helps cultivate a favorable image of Marines and the U.S. abroad, said Cardella, who has forged friendships with military leaders in countries that were once part of the Soviet Union. 


Reservists can add to foreign training missions and help build goodwill abroad by bringing skill sets from their civilian careers, Cardella said, citing Marine engineers who helped build a fence for a Romanian school to keep livestock off its sports field.  In a combat setting, Marine engineers’ mission would be quite different.  


“Obviously, their skill set is about clearing lanes, breaking things and blowing things out of the way,” Cardella said, but many of the Marines he oversees have jobs in civilian construction - they are contractors, welders and electricians.  That helps them beautify the places they visit and build good will.

Reminder: Gold Teeth can Hurt your Career

By Dan Lamothe - Staff writer

Posted Saturday, May 21, 2011


TAMPA, Fla. - The rapper Paul Wall once said his mouth is “looking something like a disco ball.”  It’s a good thing he’s not a Marine.  


Four years after the Corps cracked down explicitly on gold and platinum caps and other flashy dental ornamentation, Marines are still surprised by the news they won’t be allowed to serve in some high profile jobs if they have gold teeth, officials said. 


It’s not a widespread problem, but there’s at least one recent example of the Corps sending a Marine to embassy security guard training, only to be kicked him back when he smiled and showed gold teeth at Quantico, Marine Security Guard School.  He was later denied the chance to serve as a second tour drill instructor, even though he’d had a successful first tour and the Corps has a DI shortage at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris Island, SC, said Captain Jonathan Wong, an Officer in the enlisted assignment branch at Manpower and Reserve Affairs.  


“It was not one cap,” Wong told about 50 career planners gathered in Tampa on 2 May “He had a full grill.”  The acknowledgment came at the 2100 Career Planners Conference during a briefing on special duty assignments.  Several career planners laughed when the story was shared, but it shows that while there is a policy on flashy teeth, there may be gaps in it. 


In the 2007, the Marine /corps Uniform Board rolled out restrictions that specifically address dental ornamentation: The use of gold, platinum caps (permanent or removable for purposes of ornamentation is prohibited,” the rules say.  Teeth whether natural, capped, or veneered, will not be ornamented with designs, jewels, initials, etc. Unnatural shaping of teeth for non-medical reasons is prohibited.  Commanders may consider waivers for permanent gold, platinum caps that were applied prior to 1 October 2007.
Poll: Marines Most Prestigious Branch

June 21, 2011, UPI


As far as prestige goes, Americans named the Marines as the most prestigious branch of the armed forces in each of four surveys conducted from 2001 to 2011.  Thirty-six percent named the Marines as most prestigious in 2001, while 46 percent did so in the latest poll. 


The Army was second with 22 percent, followed by the Air Force, 15 percent and the Navy, 8 percent.


Results of perceived importance and perceived prestige of military branches are based on random half samples of 496 and 524 adults, respectively, out of a total sample of 1,020 adults interviewed in a nationwide telephone survey conducted 2 - 12 June.  For each of the samples, the margin of error is 5 percentage points. 

Warrior Spirit 

By Ernest Emerson

Developing the Warrior Spirit: “Once you learn to quit, it becomes a habit.” Vince Lombardi.


Since time immemorial, warriors have always held a revered honored and respected place in society.  In spite of all political meanderings and the ebb and flow of social values, this has never changed and it never will.


In terms of exposure to a spontaneous dangerous threat, it has been my observation that in general, society breaks down into two groups.  Those who run to danger and those who run from it.   This is not a matter of courage or cowardess and I place no judgment upon it.  I believe in the idea so eloquently explain by my friend and colleague LtCol David Grossman that, “there is the flock and there are the protectors of the flock, the sheepdogs,” as he puts it. 


Now if you are reading this article because it is of interest to you then chances are you are a protector, a warrior.  Otherwise this would be of no interest to you.  


Mind you, a warrior is not necessarily the 220 lb football quarterback of the professional wrestler.  In fact the physical aspect of strength or size, or sex has little if anything to do with the bearing of a warrior.  Many times in hostage situations it has been the petite middle aged woman who has stepped forward, into the fray. 


Do you know who is the toughest son-of-a-bitch to walk the face of this earth?  Any guesses?


Well, I’ll tell you who it is; it is a 120 pound Marine just out of Boot Camp.  How can this be?


Does he think he is tough?  No, he does not.  He knows he is tough. He knows he is the toughest son-of-a-bitch to ever walk the face of the earth.  There is not one shred of doubt in his mind.  He has the resolve of invincibility.  If any of you who are reading this are former Marines then you know what I am talking about.


Every time I teach a hand-to-hand combat class, the ever anxious students expect to grab weapons and start training in knife fighting tactics right out of the gate.  They expect that to happen, but that never happens.  Why not?  Because after two or three days of training what I’ve got are 30 - 40 weak fighters with knives in their hands. 


My goal, my methodology, is that I must train them to be fighters first, before we ever put any weapon into their hands. 


Once I have trained them to be fighters - hard core, fight to death warriors, then I can put any weapon I want into their hands, be it a rock, club or knife, and they will prevail.  Because now, even without weapons, they are Warriors, not just athletes.  Now at the end of a training evolution I’ve got 30 to 40 warriors willing to fight to the death if necessary, to stop the bad guy.  And it doesn’t matter whether they have a weapon or not.  They’re going to win. 


Once upon a time I was working with members of the British SAS.  In the middle of an edged weapon training block, we were practicing how to punch as hard as humanly possible.  I asked one of the instructors why we were training in punching when we were dealing with edged weapons.  In a thick Scottish Brogue he answered bluntly, “If I can hit you so hard that it will knock you into next Sunday then, if I have a knife in my hand, I’ll drive it through your chest and right out of your back.  The only reason I’m in this fight is because the bad buy’s trying to kill me.  I’m not about to let that happen.”  What is the key point in his reply?


The one you should lock onto?  I’m not about to let that happen.  That is the warrior speaking.  Not the punching.  Not the drills.  Not the SAS.  It is the man who is a warrior.  In simple terms it embodies everything I’m trying to describe.  It is the attitude.  The resolve.


The mentality of the Warrior.  “Get Tough or get beat” - SAS maxim


In 1876 the citizens of Northfield, Minnesota, rallied together to route a daring bank robbery by the James Younger gang.  Cole Younger was shot 13 times.  While recovering in the hospital a newspaper reporter asked him how he could survive being shot 13 times.  His answer was simple and direct.  “We’re tough men used to tough ways.” 


The warrior’s spirit is conceived by need, driven by a cause and fueled by inspiration.  It is learned and earned and is not something anyone is born with.  As it is with a leader, the Warrior is not born into the role.  It is made by hard effort, determination, resolve, selflessness and a dedication to a moral and ethical ideal, a sense of justice and a willingness to defend your convictions.

A warrior is one who takes a stand and will give 100% of himself, even unto death to protect those who depend on his shepherding.  “Until the end of time, as the last sun sets upon this earth, in that blackest night, somewhere a warrior still stands his lonely watch.” Ernest R. Emerson.  


For inspiration I submit to you the following taken from The Order of the Black Shamrock: The Medieval Knights and the Royal Orders represented the ultimate warrior class of western civilization, mirrored only in the East by the Samurai of Feudal Japan.  The knights represented the ultimate culmination of skills and the epitome of human development. Fearless in battle, heedless of death, driven by a cause and held to a strict set of moral standards.  To the common man, they represented the ultimate in human achievement.  And they represented the protector, their bulwark against evil.” 


These knights also represented the idea that someone possessed of such deadly skill and destructive force could at the same time be held accountable by an adherence to a code of strict moral, ethical and honorable standards.  Standards held higher for them than any others.  Such was the definition of chivalry.


And this definition stands true today.  We are warriors.   We are warriors in a fight for justice, for truth and freedom.  We are warriors against tyranny, against oppression, against evil in all its forms.  We are warriors for what is right and good.  We are warriors who protect those helpless, form harm.  We are warriors who fight to protect our way of life.  We are warriors who carry on the legacy of those who have gone before us, those who have given the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom and the safety of our families.  We carry on the legacy of the warrior class, those who have always stepped to the front line to place themselves as the last wall of defense between the evil that would destroy it and the precious things that we hold dear. 


This legacy has been borne true since the time of the noble knights and it is now held forth by those who heed to its calling to this day.  Those who stand watch over our neighborhood and city streets.  From the dirt swept planes of Afghanistan to the front doors of our very homes where our families sleep at night, a warrior stands at the ready.  Whether you are a soldier, Police Officer, Fireman or a guardian, we are the brotherhood of warriors, the protectors, those who will not run from danger, but run to it, to seek its source and with shield and sword, strike it dead to stop its terrible spread.  We are the noble knights who will, without hesitation, and against fear, enjoin the battle to protect and guard the safety of those who lay their trust in us. 


Not every man is a warrior, but for those that are, know that you are the steel that runs through the foundation of society and civilization and that without you there would be no liberty, no freedom and no justice for all. 


The warrior is held to a higher standard.  The greatest heroes in the history of the world have been warriors.  You are counted among those heroes, those times, those events that have shaped human history, that have built the greatest civilizations on this planet.  Count yourself among the ranks of those brothers and know that you stand shoulder to shoulder with those who have shaped the destiny of the world with steel, blood, fists, and glory. 

You know who you are.  Cary the pride and bearing that befits the status that you have earned and that you hold.  Be proud that you have chosen to walk the path taken by few and revered by many.  And know also, that as warriors, we will never perish from the face of the Earth. 


The responsibility of a warrior does not merely necessitate the taking up of arms against an enemy.  It is more, much more and it is such that you become an example, a role model of ethical and moral behavior to all others who may look to you for guidance or protection. If this is the path in life that you have chosen to walk then know that it is a path well worn by the footsteps of those who have walked here before you.  Others, who have willingly said: I will endure the hardship, the pain, the sacrifice and the risk of death so that those who sleep soundly in their beds and do so in the warm embrace of safety and peace.  


If this is your choice then know that your road will be fraught with adversity and you will be assailed by many, but in those times, remember that you re in the company of the noble souls who have also faced such adversity and prevailed.  And know also that your legacy shall be that until the end of time, as the last sun sets upon this earth, in that blackest night, somewhere a warrior still stands his lonely watch. 

Just Stay


A nurse took the tired, anxious serviceman to the bedside.  “Your son is here,” she said to the old man.  She had to repeat the words several times before the patient’s eyes opened.  Heavily sedated because of the pain of his heart attack, he dimly saw the uniformed Marine standing outside the oxygen tent.  He reached out his hand.  The Marine wrapped his toughened fingers around the old man’s limp ones, squeezing a message of love and encouragement.  


The nurse brought a chair so that the Marine could sit beside the bed.  All through the night the young Marine sat there in the poorly lighted ward, holding the old man’s hand and offering him words of love and strength.  Occasionally, the nurse suggested that the Marine move away and rest awhile.   He refused.


Whenever the nurse came into the ward, the Marine was oblivious of her and of the night noise of the hospital - the clanking of the oxygen tanks, the laughter of the night staff members exchanging greetings, the cries and moans of the other patients. 


Now and then she heard him say a few gentle words.  The dying man said nothing, only held tightly to his son all through the night.  Along towards dawn, the old man died.  The Marine released the now lifeless hand he had been holding and went to tell the nurse.  While she did what she had to do, he waited. 


Finally, she returned.  She started to offer words of sympathy, but the Marine interrupted her.  “Who was that man?” he asked.  The nurse was startled, “He was your father,” she answered.  “No, he wasn’t” the Marine replied, “I never saw him before in my life.”  “Then why didn’t you say something when I took you to him?”

“I knew right away there had been a mistake, but I also knew he needed his son, and his son just wasn’t here.  When I realized that he was too sick to tell whether or not I was his son, Knowing how much he needed me, I stayed.”  “I came here tonight to find a Mr. William Grey. His son was killed in Afghanistan, and I was sent to inform him.  What was the gentleman’s name?”


The nurse with tears in her eyes answered “Mr. William Grey.”

News Briefs

Marjah District, Helmand Province.  


Tom Bowman is in Afghanistan’s Marjah district.  This was an area of heavy combat over a year ago, now it’s a test for whether peace can hold without the presence of U.S. Marines.  The Afghan Army and Police appear to have the situation under control.

Lawmaker Pushes to Make Taps a National Song  


The House of Representatives plan to take 10 minutes from the lengthy debate on the $689 billion defense budget for 2012 to decide whether Taps the haunting bugle call played at military funerals and wreath laying ceremonies and at sunset on U.S. bases around the globe, should be the nation’s official song of remembrance.


Rep Tom Reed, R-NY., is chief sponsor of the Taps amendment to HR 1540 - one of 152 amendments that will be discussed as the house considers the measure - that not only designates Taps as a national song, but describes how it should be played and how people should conduct themselves when it is played.

U.S. Marines expect first F-35B Joint Strike Fighter by Early 2015

The U.S. Marine Corps expects to get the F-35BJoing Strike Fighter into service in late 2014 or early 2015, a two-to-three year slip, says LtGen Terry Robling, the commandant of Aviation.
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