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Have a Very Healthy, Wealthy and a Happy New Year
This newsletter is the unofficial publication of the Pierce County Detachment No. 504, of the Marine Corps League (MCL), located in Tacoma, WA.  The Detachment is subordinate to the Department of WA, MCL.  This publication reflects neither the views nor the opinions of any U.S. government agency nor any private organizations.  This newsletter is published approximately 10 times a year and is free to the members of this Detachment.  Please address all comments or correspondence to the Adjutant/Paymaster at the email address or phone number below:
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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month.  We meet at:



AMVETS Post No. 1



5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Schedule of Events:

8 January
Officers meeting at AMVETS Post No. 1 at 1000

10 January
Regular meeting at 1900

From the Commandant

Welcome Aboard:  During our December meeting, we voted and initiated two new members. They are Daniel D.  Davis of University Place and Richard Hernandez of Tacoma.  Welcome into our ranks and we are glad to have you on board.  

Toys for Tots:  We are doing great at our warehouse and have distributed a little of 41,000 toys as of this printing (26 December).  The demand for toys has increased due to the economy, and contributions are not as much as last year.  We are going to loose our warehouse.  It’s a very old building and it going to be demolished.  We are not sure when, but we’re busy looking for another place, preferably at no cost.  If you have any ideas or suggestions please call the Commandant.  Also on 22, 23 and 24 December, we gave out toys at the Tacoma Elks lodge, and gave out 10,122 toys and 365 bicycles.  

Gratuity:  We have received a cash donation from one of the Puyallup Indian Tribe for the toys for tots and other charitable program.  A separate account will be established to dispense these funds.  More on this once it gets underway. 

Purchase of a Brick:  We have contributed $210 for the construction of a statue of Gen Lewis B. “Chesty” Puller at the Marine Corps Museum, in Quantico, VA.  This contribution will purchase a brick with out Detachment name and the words “Washington State” inscribed on it. 

The Roadhouse Tavern:  On Thursday, 8 October, Mrs. Betty Berge, the tavern’s proprietor, provided a free lunch to approximately 12 Detachment members.  Among those present was Detective Ed Troyer of the Pierce County Sheriff’s Crime Stoppers.  Mrs. Berge made a contribution to the Toys for Tots and the Crime Stoppers. 

Wall Mart:  On Friday, 15 December we solicited toy donations in front of the South Hill Wall Mart from noon to 1900.  During this period we collected 4,713 toys and $3.040.77  

Elections:  During our 10 January meeting, we will hold our annual elections.  If you are interested in an elected or appointed position, please see the Commandant and let your desires be known. 

Audit:  After the elections and prior to the installation, we need to hold an audit of the Paymasters books.  See the Commandant if you can avail yourself on a date to be determined in our next meting.  

We have accomplished a lot this past year, and we hope to be as busy the next year.  I want to thank all of you for these achievements, and hopefully we can accomplish grater achievements during the ensuing year.  Those of you who have pitched in, that’s great, those who did not, we hope you will pitch in and help out in the future.  We have a great Detachment, and you made it so.  Thanks for allowing me to serve as your Commandant.








Semper Fi,








Dante Pugh

Hotel Room Magnetic Key Cards


After you check into a hotel, you are usually given a magnetic key card.  Ever wonder what is on your magnetic key card?


Answer:
Customer’s name




Customer’s partial home address




Hotel room number




Check in date and out dates




Customer’s credit card number and expiration date


When you turn them in to the front desk your personal information is there for any employee to access by simply scanning the card in the hotel scanner.  An employee can take a hand full of cards home and using a scanning device, access the information onto a laptop computer and go shopping at your expense. 


Simply put, hotels do not erase the information on these cards until an employee reissues the card to the next hotel guest.  At that time, the new guest’s information is electronically “overwritten” on the card and the previous guest’s information is erased in the overwriting process. 


But until the card is rewritten for the next guest, it usually is kept in a drawer at the front desk with your information on it.


The bottom line is: Keep the cards, take them home with you, or destroy them.  NEVER leave them behind in the room or room wastebasket, and never turn them into the front desk when you check out of a room.  They will not charge you for the card (its illegal) and you’ll be sure you are not leaving a lot of valuable personal information it that could be easily lifted off with any simple scanning device card reader.


For the same reason, if you arrive at the airport and discover you still have the card key in your pocket, do not toss it in an airport trash basket.  Take it home and destroy it by cutting it up, especially through the electronic information strip.


If you are still in the hotel, and if you have a small magnet, pass it across the magnetic strip several times.  Then try it in the door, it will not work.  It erases everything on the card.  

Where do we go after freedom?


“If we lose freedom here, there is no place to escape to.  This is the last stand on Earth.”










Ronald Reagan










1964

Use Your GI Bill Benefits in 2012

Dear Marine Veteran,


Now is the time to take the first step towards advancing your career in 2012.  The job market today is very competitive; a college degree may improve your chances, see if you qualify for these enhanced GI Bill educational benefits:


Increased payment rates, as high as $1,473 per month


Housing stipends for on line and on-campus students


Up to$1,000 per year for books


Support for non degree training programs


Start now - request information from schools with VA approved programs to find out what the GI Bill can do for you.   

Tun Tavern

Ask any Marine.  Just ask.  He will tell you that the Marine Corps was born in Tun Tavern on 10 November 1775.  But beyond that the Marine’s recollection for details will probably get fuzzy.  So here is the straight scoop:


In the year 1685, Samuel Carpenter built a huge “brew house” in Philadelphia. He located this tavern on the waterfront at the corner of Water Street and Tun Alley.  The old English word ‘tun’ means a cask, barrel, or keg of beer.  So, with this new beer tavern on Tun Alley, Carpenter elected to christen the new waterfront brewery with a logical name, Tun Tavern.


Tun Tavern quickly gained a reputation for serving fine beer.  Beginning 47 years later in 1732, the first meeting of the St John’s No. 1 Lodge of the Grand Lodge of the Masonic Temple were held in the tavern.  An American of note, Benjamin Franklin, was its third Grand Master.  Even today the Masonic Temple Foundation of Philadelphia recognizes Tun Tavern as the birthplace of Masonic teachings in America. 


Roughly ten years later in early 1740s, the new proprietor expanded Tun Tavern and gave the addition a new name, “Peggy Mullan’s Red Hot Beef Steak Club at Tun Tavern.”  The new restaurant became a smashing commercial success and was patronized by notable Americans.  In 1747 the St Andrews Society, a charitable group dedicated to assisting poor immigrants from Scotland, was founded in the tavern.  


Nine years later, then Col Benjamin Franklin organized the Pennsylvania Militia.  He used Tun Tavern as a gathering place to recruit a regiment of soldiers to go into battle against the Indian uprising that were plaguing the American colonies.  George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and the Continental Congress later met in Tun Tavern as the American colonies prepared for independence from the English Crown.  


On 10 November, 1775, the continental Congress commissioned Samuel Nicholas to raise two battalions of Marines.  That very day the proprietor of the tavern, Nicholas set up shop in Tun Tavern.   He appointed Robert Mullan, then the proprietor of the tavern, to the job of chief Marine Recruiter - serving of course, from his place of business at Tun Tavern.  Prospective recruits flocked to the tavern, lured by (1) cold beer, and (2) the opportunity to serve in the new Corps of Marines.  So, yes, the U. S. Marine Corps and the tavern thrived during this new relationship. 


The building which housed Tun Tavern does not exist today, however Tun Tavern beer is still readily available throughout the Philadelphia area.  Further, through magazines it is advertised to Marines throughout the world.  

Casualties     


For both Wars in Iraq and Afghanistan combined, the Marines had the highest death rate among the four major services.  0.47 percent of all Marines who served in the two countries, according to an Associated Press analysis.  


That compares with 0.38 percent for the Army, which played the dominant ground combat role.  


Marines had by far the highest rate of wounded in action for both wars combined: 4.28 percent, compared with 2.75 percent for the Army. 

SECNAV Expects Cuts in Marines and the Navy

Kabul, Afghanistan

December 17, 2011 by Alissa J. Rubin


On a trip to Afghanistan to visit Navy and Marine forces, the secretary of the Navy, Ray Mabus said Saturday that he expected both branches to reduce their numbers after the Iraq and Afghan wars, and to return to their seafaring roots - although both will have some new area of focus. 


The Marines have increased their numbers by about 27,000 in 2006 and 2007 to meet the demands of fighting the war in Iraq and the increase in troops there.  “The Marines are going to get smaller, he said, and they are going to get lighter because the equipment they’ve had for these land wars has been heavier and larger. 


Mr. Mabus declined to put an exact number of the Marines’ reduction in the coming years, but he said that rather than being across the board personnel cuts, any reduction would be tailored to the service’s needs and then would be achieved primarily through attrition.  


There are currently 19,395 Marines in Afghanistan, with a vast majority in southern province of Helmand, according to the military.  There is also a substantial Marine presence in Nimruz province, which has a long border with Iran.  The Navy has 4,892 sailors spread throughout the country. 


Mr. Mabus suggested that with increasing delicacy about the presence of American bases in countries from Iraq and Saudi Arabia to Afghanistan, the naval services would become more important because they offered ways to deploy troops that did not rely on land bases. 


“Naval forces can do everything they need to do without impinging on anybody else’s sovereignty, without setting foot on land,” he said “and bring everything they need, whether it’s air power with carrier strike groups, whether it’s Marines with all the equipment they need, including air and an amphibious strike groups. 


It will be increasingly important in the years ahead that you can use the same platforms, the same people, the same equipment to do everything from high end combat, to irregular warfare to humanitarian assistance, disaster relief and engagement and do it all in a self contained unit, whether it’s a carrier strike group or an amphibious ready group, he said. 


The Marine Corps is investing heavily in portable solar blankets to generate the energy that it had been getting from batteries, and is trying out solar panels as well as more efficient generators.  The reason for the focus is that it has become increasingly clear to the military planners that the dependence of fossil fuels is the Navy and Marines’ biggest vulnerability - in cost and mobility.  

Postwar Marines: Smaller, less focused on land war

Monday, 12/12/11, 

By Robert Burns, AP National Security Writer


Washington AP - With the Iraq war ending and an Afghanistan exit in sight, the Marine Corps is beginning a historic shift, returning to its roots as a seafaring force that will get smaller, lighter and it hopes less bogged down in land wars. 


The moment of change happens to coincide with a reorienting of American security priorities in the Asia -Pacific region where China has been building military muscle during a decade of U.S.  Preoccupation in the greater Middle East.  That suits the Marines who see the Pacific as a home away from home.  


After two turns at combat in Iraq, first as invaders in the 2003 march to Baghdad and later as occupiers of landlocked Anbar province, the Marines left the country in early 2010 to reinforce the fight in southern Afghanistan.  Over the stretch, the Marines became what the former Joint of Chiefs of Staff Chairman, Navy Admiral Mike Mullen has called their own “worst nightmare” - a second American land Army, a static, ground pounding auxiliary force.  That’s scary for Marines because for some in Congress, it raises the question: Does a nation drowning in debt really need two armies?


General James F. Amos, the Marine Corps Commandant, says that misses the real point.  He argues that the Marines, while willing and able to operate from dug-in-positions on land are uniquely equipped and trained to do much more.  They can get to any crisis on land, at sea, or in the air, on a moment’s notice. 


He is eager to see to see the Iraq and Afghanistan missions completed so the Marines can return to their traditional role as an expeditionary force.  “We need to get back to our bread and butter.”  Amos told the Marines Nov 25 at Camp Lawton, a U.S.  Special operations base in Afghanistan’s Herat province. 


Amos said he plans to begin lining up infantry battalions for Okinawa’s 3rd Marine Division even before the 2014 target date for ending U.S. combat in Afghanistan. 

Okinawa and Marine Relocation  

AP - Washington, 

Dec 17 04:23AM US/Eastern - Kyodo


The U.S. Congress has reached an agreement to sharply slash the fiscal 2011 budget for transferring the Marine Corps’ troops from Okinawa Japan to Guam, congressional sources said Thursday.  


One of the sources said that Congress has come to the conclusion that the budget for the transfer of the Marines could not be enforced due to a delay in infrastructure development work on Guam even if the legislature approved the administration’s budget proposal.


In Japan, the Futenma base’s relocation has hit a snag due to strong opposition from local residents and government in Okinawa.  Talks are continuing. 

First Marines will Rotate to Australia Next Year

November 16, 2011 Military com/by Phillip Ewing


The first 250 U.S. Marines will arrive in northern Australia under a new rotational training program in the first quarter of next year, a top Pentagon spokesman said Wednesday.  


Navy Capt John Kirby also told reporters that the troops who will begin spending six month training tours in Australia will come from all over the Marine Corps, not just units based in the Pacific or on the West Coast of the U.S.


That means that American Marine deployments likely will not reduce the numbers of troops today stationed on the Japanese Island of Okinawa or the planed move of some 8,000 Marines to Guam. 


According to the arrangement announced this week by President Obama and Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard, the eventual goal is for a full 2,500 person Marine Air Ground Task Force to begin regular rotations into the port city of Darwin for ongoing training with Australian forces.  But Kirby and Pentagon Press Secretary George Little said it isn’t yet clear how long it would take for units that size to begin making their way to Australia. 


Obama and Gillard also announced that the U.S. Air Force would increase its training visits to Royal Australian Air Force Bases across the northern part of the continent, also officially to extend training for the RAAF.


The moves are widely seen as a signal to China that the U.S.  Is committed to preserving “stability” in the Western Pacific - Obama and Gillard repeated “stability” in their announcement - though U.S. Officials say the military presence is not directed at any specific country.


“This is not about China,” Little said.  Instead he and Kirby described sending Marines to Australia as a natural next step in the close, 60 year alliance between Canberra and Washington.  

Marines train for big at-sea takedowns


If the Marine Corps of tomorrow isn’t a “second army,” as commanders want, and instead becomes a two fisted “contingency force,” many of its missions could look like this:


Marines and sailors from the 24the Marine Expeditionary Unit spent several days in early December training how to capture a large, non-compliant ship, played by Military Sealift Command’s fast logistics vessel USNS Arctic. Marines practiced heading over to the Arctic in two waves, aboard rigid hull inflatable boats and by helicopter, to overwhelm high-jackers or a bad ship’s crew before it knew what happened


To make all of it as realistic as possible, the crew of the Arctic was even “armed” and could “shoot back,” per the Marine’s official story this week.  


During the missions, Marines faced a variety of scenarios including finding suspected weapons caches and hostile pirates.  Role players also acted as friendly civilian crew and hostile enemy forces, the later often hiding in the ship’s dark crevasses.  


The intent of using role players is to provide an extra training aid.  They provide the Marines the human aspect of the training.  Some of the guys will have guns some of the guys will be hostile, some of the guys will be clean, they don’t know,” said Sgt Christopher Whited, a VBSS instructor with Special Operations Training Group, the Marine Corps’ training cadre responsible for preparing a MEU for specific missions like VBSS before they deploy.


Some of the hostile role players had something extra in store for the Marines as they boarded - live paintball rounds that sting on impact and burst showing that a Marine has been shot.  Such close quarters tactics were perfected prior to embarking on ship. 


“They did a five week shooting package that taught them to become super proficient with their weapons,” said Capt Robert Carpenter.  “When you’re on a ship, all these lines and all these gas hoses mean something.  So when you shoot, you want to hit the target.”


The Marines have been practicing boarding enemy ships since the Revolutionary war, and no matter what ends up happening to their fast jets or swimming amphibious vehicles, this appears to be a skill that commanders want to keep sharp.
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