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February Meeting will be held on 

7 February 2012
The first, not the second Tuesday of the month
Have A Happy Valentines Day
This newsletter is the unofficial publication of the Pierce County Detachment No. 504, of the Marine Corps League (MCL), located in Tacoma, WA.  The Detachment is subordinate to the Department of WA, MCL.  This publication reflects neither the views nor the opinions of any U.S. government agency nor any private organizations.  This newsletter is published approximately 10 times a year and is free to the members of this Detachment.  Please address all comments or correspondence to the Adjutant/Paymaster at the email address or phone number below:
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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month.  We meet at:



AMVETS Post No. 1



5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Schedule of events:

5 February
Officers meeting, 1000 hours at AMVETS Post no 1

7 February
Scheduled meeting

11 March
Officers meeting

13 March
Scheduled meeting

31 March
Spring Staff Conference in Yakima

From the Commandant

Welcome Aboard:  During our last meting, we voted and sworn in two new members; they are Mark Lopeman and Lance Hill.  Welcome aboard, we are glad to have you in our ranks.  

Distinguished Guest:  During our January 2012 meeting, we were honored by the presence of Nathaniel Lee Chasing Horse.  Upon his arrival, he was greeted with a round of applauses from the membership. Nathaniel appeared in the movie “Dances with the wolves” as the young boy named “Smiles a Lot.”  He also appeared in numerous other movies.  He is one of the five recognized “Medicine Men” of all the Native American Indian Nations.  At the meeting, Nathan acted as our Chaplain and delivered the opening prayer in his native Indian language.  The Commandant presented Nathan with our Detachment challenge coin. 

Boy Scouts:  On 23 December, George Hilbish attended the Eagle Scout Court of Honor for troop 585.  Four Scouts were presented with the Marine Corps League Eagle Scout Certificates, they were:  Alex Temus, Tyler Crichfield, Ben Stephenson and Carson Duda.  


Similarly, on 6 January three scouts from troop 604 were presented their awards.  They were Cody Borsarge, Colman Miller, and Bruce Springer.  Our heartfelt congratulations to the newly minted Eagle Scouts.  This is a great milestone in your lives.


Please note that Colman Miller is looking for a career in the military, preferably in the Marine Corps.  He is currently looking for a Marine Corps Senior ROTC scholarship.  He would like to attend the Point Loma College in the San Diego, CA area.

Young Marines:   On 21 January a Physical Fitness Test was held for all 18 Young Marines. All passed.  Between 3 and 5 February we will undergo our cold weather camp out at a nearby state park.  And a new boot camp will be held between 17 and 24 March.  We are currently reviewing our records for promotions. 


Regrettably, we did not earn enough money to send our Young Marines to Hawaii for the Pearl Harbor Memorial ceremonies.  However, one Young Marine with his parents did go to Hawaii, and he marched in the Memorial Parade. 

Toys for Tots:  George Hight reported that we have distributed over 55,000 toys during the past Christmas season.  Two men were recognized for their significant contributions to the Toys for Tots effort.  They are:


Gary Williams was recognized as the volunteer of the year by the Crime Stoppers and was given a Toys for Tots jacket, and


“Rocky” Hauge was recognized as a great volunteer for the Toys for Tots and also given a Toys for Tots jacket.  

“Chesty” Puller Statue:  We purchased a brick with the engraving “Pierce County Detachment No. 504, Marine Corps League, Washington State.”  This is part of a fund riser to build a bronze statue of Chesty Puller at the Marine Corps Museum, in Quantico, VA.  

New Entity:  A new entity is in the process of being formed.  We received a sizeable contribution from the Puyallup Indian Tribe.  The new entity/organization is the “Pierce County Marine Veterans.” (PCMV). We are going through the legal hoops to get a 501.c.4 status.  The mission of PCMV is:


To never allow our veterans and their families in Pierce County to suffer the neglect received by our past veterans.


Their vision statement is:  To provide meaningful and measurable good to our veterans and families in Pierce County by assisting them through the claims process to receive just compensation for their dedicated services to our country. 


The Board of Directors are: George Hight, Kelley Byers, George Hilbish, Dante Pugh, Mac McDonnell, and Rick Blanchard.  

Marine JROTC:   Col Neely USMC the director of the Marine JROTC program at Wilson High School requested and was granted $700 for the purchase of Marine Corps books.  Last year the first semester students read books on World War II, this year will be the Korean War and Vietnam.

Elections:  During our January meeting, we held elections of our elected offices.  The same elected officers were re-elected, and the appointed officers remain the same.  (See page 2 for a list of elected and appointed officers). The installation will be held during our regular meeting to he held on 7 February 2012.




Spring Staff Conference:  Our spring staff conference will be held on 31 March 2012. It will be at the Oxford Suites in Yakima, WA.  Rooms are $89 per night with breakfast.  Or, room rates are $77 per night at the Oxford Inn (next door) and does not include breakfast.  For reservations, please call 1-800-404-7848.  Reserve a room for 30 March, and we will in all probability form a car pool on 30 March for those who need transportation.   









Semper Fi,









Dante Pugh

Errata, Magnetic Key Card

In the last issue of the Newsletter (January 2012), an article regarding the “Hotel Room Key Card’ is in error.  The article disclosed that the key card contains personal and credit card info.  This is in error.  The key card does have the room number, check in/out date and times but nothing that would personally identify you to anyone that found the card/key. 

Marine Corps to Deactivate Two Bands

December 23, 22011

Marine Corps News, by Cpl Jeffrey Cordero


Chicago - The Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twenty-nine Palms, the band conducted what could be the last performance on Dec 7th at the Palm Springs Convention Center in Palm Springs, CA in front of a crowd of 3,000 people in attendance at the annual holiday concert. 


Early next year, the Marine Corps is scheduled to deactivate two of it 12 bands, the Twenty-nine Palms and the Marine Corps Logistics Base, Albany, GA bands.  These will be in conjunction with a national personnel downsizing and reorganization across the Marine Corps.

Eliminating the Equivalent of a Full Reinforced

Division is a Serious Hit for the Corps 

By Mark Walker

Thursday, January 5, 2012


The Marine Corps will shrink from about 202,000 troops to as few as 175,000 under an estimated $1 trillion in Defense Department budget cuts set to take place over the next decade.  


The Service has been working for months on a plan to cut its force to 186,000 troops by the end of 2014, but that number could fall even more under a strategy to absorb the cuts unveiled Thursday by the Defense Secretary Leon Panetta and the Obama administration.  


In recent weeks, the Marine Corps has begun offering plans for early retirements and reducing the number of positions in certain job categories as it prepares for the cuts.  

Three Navy Ships Named in Honor of Marines

Three Mobile Landing Platform ships that General Dynamics NASSCO will build in San

 Diego have been given names that honor Marines and a historic Marine Corps training facility.  


Navy Secretary Ray Mabus says the first ship which is now under construction, will be named “Montford Point” for the North Carolina facility where about 20,000 African American Marines were trained over seven years, starting in 1942.   


The second ship will be named after Col John Glenn, a former Marine Corps fighter pilot who became the first American to orbit earth during the flight of Friendship 7 in 1962.   Glenn also flew on the space shuttle Discovery and served in the U.S. senate.


The third ship will bear the name Lewis B. Puller, honoring LtGen Lewis “Chesty” Puller, identified by the Pentagon as the most decorated Marine in history.  He was awarded five Navy Crosses. 


The 765 foot MLP is a new class of Navy auxiliary ship that will serve as a dock at sea, allowing the Navy and Marines to transfer large amounts of equipment and vehicles to shore. 


Last year Mabus caused a flap when he named a Navy cargo ship that’s being built at NASSCO after Cesar Chavez goes right along with other recent decisions by the Navy that appear to be more about making a political statement than upholding the Navy’s history and tradition. 


If this decision were about recognizing the Hispanic community’s contribution to our nation, many other names come to mind, including Marine Corps Sgt Rafael Peralta, who was nominated for the Medal of Honor for action in Iraq.  Peralta is one of many Hispanic war heroes - some of whom are worthy of the same recognition. 


To date, a ship has not been named after Peralta, a San Diego Marine who was awarded the Navy Cross posthumously after he smothered a grenade during house to house combat in Fallujah, Iraq.

Allen West on the Marines Incident

“Shut your mouth, War is Hell


(Comment: Rep Allen West a former Army LtCol sends the following comments regarding the video depicting four Marines urinating of dead Taliban).


“I have sat back and assessed the incident with the video of our Marines urinating on Taliban corpses; I do not recall any self-righteous indignation when our Delta snipers Shugart and Gordon had their bodies dragged through Mogadishu.  Neither do I recall media outrage and condemnation of our Backwater security contractors being killed, their bodies burned, and hung from a bridge in Fallujah.


“All these over-emotional pundits and armchair quarterbacks need to chill.  Does anyone remember the two soldiers from 101st Airborne Division who were beheaded and gutted in Iraq?


“The Marines were wrong.  Give them a maximum punishment under field grade level Article 15 (office hours), place a general officer letter of reprimand in their personnel file, and have them in full dress uniform stand before their Battalion, each personably apologize to God Country and Corps videotaped and conclude by singing the full U.S. Marine Corps hymn without a teleprompter.  


For everyone else, unless you have been shot at by the Taliban, shut your mouth, war is hell.”

Taliban Shrugs at Video of Marines 

Urinating on Corpses


A sign of times, perhaps in Afghanistan.  When a video appears purporting to show Marines urinating on the corpses of Afghans, the U.S. military denounces it strongly than the Taliban does.  So far Afghan reaction overall has been muted, and now there might not be insurgent propaganda to fan outrage.  Could Afghans - even Afghan militants - be that jaded with the U.S. after 10 years of war?


The video has all the ingredients of a scandal.  It shows apparently, desecration of corpses by laughing service members.  It’s gone viral.  And it occurs in the context of a grueling war that required Afghan support.


But the missing ingredient, so far, is Afghan outrage.  There have yet been any protests, let alone violence. 

Marine Corps Manual Offers a Blunt Assessment 

of the Afghans and Paks  


Marine Corps manual offers a blunt, revealing portrait of Afghan war by Walter Pincus, Published: January 10, 2012; Updated: January 11, 9.00 PM 2012.  For centuries, this has been the paradox of warfare in Afghanistan: “The more enemies you kill, the faster you lose.  Because of “badall” (revenge), the Pashtun have a saying: Kill one enemy, make ten.”  


That’s a quote from the Marine Corps’ May 28 2009 update of a guidebook, “Afghanistan Operational Culture for Deploying Personnel” manual.  The book is for those serving or preparing to serve in that country. 


Released publicly last week by the Web site Public Intelligence, a collaborative internet research project, the 112 page manual gives a clear description of the complicated Taliban enemy against whom U.S. troops have been fighting and the Afghans who are fighting alongside U.S. forces.  


In neither case is the picture reassuring.   Nor does the manual’s recollections of the U.S. experience in Vietnam ease current concerns of those who lived through that war, that history ma be repeating itself.  The manual also explains why Pakistani army’s intelligence branch, the Inter Services Intelligence Directorate (ISI) has such an interest in Afghanistan. 


But first it provides some background.  “Afghanistan is still a medieval country in many ways,” it says, explaining that much of the land in the south, the Pashtun area around Kandahar, is dominated by Islam. 


The manual describes the Taliban as “several loosely linked insurgent groups” that have in common “the supremacy of their religion in their lives, and belief, that they are waging a holy war, or jihad.”  


The manual warns, “The Taliban insurgent is certain that it is God’s will that he fight to eliminate the Afghan infidels in Kabul and drive the foreign infidels (you) from Afghanistan.”  


Mullahs are described as providing “most of the operational leadership of the insurgents “by having” a complex underground network of support in the rural areas through their mosques and madrases.”   Many of these all male schools in Pakistan and Afghanistan are run by Taliban adherents for orphans and refugees who emerge as “hard core foot soldiers of the insurgent groups” the manual says.  “Some insurgents are farmers or shepherds by day and IED (improvised explosive device) bombers by night” according to the manual. 


The Pashtun area has always been home to radical Islamic movements, but in the 1980s, the United States and Saudi Arabia, in an effort to combat the Soviets in Afghanistan, put these groups “on steroids” by arming the fighters - called the mujaheddin - with some $7.2 billion worth of foreign military equipment.  This was supposedly done covertly, through Pakistan.


The Marine manual notes mischievously, “The CIA was happy to steer money towards whichever groups fooled them into believing they were killing the most Russian troops.”  It also says the State Department and some Afghans, including Hamid Karzai, warned the CIA that arming “radical anti-western extremists and terrorists who hated the United States would backfire.  This advice was ignored.”  


Among the tribes that received CIA assistance were those associated with Jalaludin Haqqani, whose followers are believed to have carried out recent bombings in Kabul and who today is considered one of the major anti U.S. Warlords.  It was also during this time period that the ISI gained power among the Taliban groups by being the channel for much of the weaponry the United States and Saudi Arabia provided. 


“To control the Mujahideen, the ISI formed seven resistance groups, each with a national political party associated with it,” according the manual.  The ISI selected tribes that were rivals of those associated with Afghanistan’s former leaders, who had no love for Pakistan. 


The ISI’s purpose was to create “puppets they could control when the war was over”   And thus protect their northwestern border.  That was needed to erase their fear of a two-front war should India invade from the southeast.


After the war concluded, former mujaheddin began to fight each other for control of the country.  By 1994 a group of radical Islamic Taliban forces that had been armed by the ISI took over to end the anarchy. Unable to govern, they “became dependent on al Qaeda and their Pakistan masters for funds and military power,” according to the manual.   


After September 11, 2001, the United States and its coalition partners defeated the Taliban, and in 2002, a government headed by President Hamid Karzai was installed.  Meanwhile, a new Taliban emerged.  “They still revere Mullah Omar as a spiritual leader, but no longer as the primary political leader of the movement,” according to the manual.  This diffused Taliban leadership, and makes peace talks that much more difficult.  


Another portion of the manual introduces the Marines to their Afghan allies, warts and all.  In combat, Afghans from all ethnic groups in the army “generally make excellent soldiers,”  according to the manual.  “Keep in mind that many ANA (Afghan National Army) soldiers have seen more firefights than you’ve had hot dinners.” 


But the manual warns that corruption among officers was in the culture of the old army.  “This included skimming pay, rations, and equipment for their own profits,” according to the manual.  “Instilling a sense of duty to country and professionalism among the officers has been one of the most frequently reported challenges,” it goes on to say. 


A second:   “Corruption in the police is endemic” with army units needing to challenge “local police graft, bribery and corruption schemes.” 


On Wednesday, the Wall Street Journal reported from “Jani Khel, Afghanistan” that local police had erected illegal checkpoints to extort money from the population.


In offering advice to Marines in Afghanistan the manual quotes, with one adaptation, T. E. Lawrence, the famous Lawrence of Arabia: “do not try to do too much with your own hands.  Better they (Afghans) do it tolerably than you do it perfectly.  It is their war, and you are to help them, not win it for them.”  For more info see:

http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/marine-corps-manual-offers-a-blunt-revealing-portrait-of-afghan-war/2012/01/10glQAuix9rP_html
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