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If you receive this Newsletter via the Postal Services, and 

would rather receive it via E-Mail, please notify the Editor 

This newsletter is the unofficial publication of the Pierce County Detachment No. 504, of the Marine Corps League (MCL), located in Tacoma, WA.  The Detachment is subordinate to the Department of WA, MCL.  This publication reflects neither the views nor the opinions of any U.S. government agency nor any private organizations.  This newsletter is published approximately 10 times a year and is free to the members of this Detachment.  Please address all comments or correspondence to the Adjutant/Paymaster at the email address or phone number below:
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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month We meet at:



AMVETS Post No. 1



5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Coming Events:

22 and 23 January
Raffle ticket sales at the gun show Western WA Fairground, Puyallup

6 February

1000 hours Officers’ Meeting at AMVETS

8 February

1900 hours Regular Scheduled Meeting 

26 and 27 February
Raffle ticket sales at the gun show Western WA Fairground, Puyallup

2 April


Dept of WA Spring Staff Conference in Yakima, WA

Pierce County Det No.  504

Marine Corps League Meeting for Calendar Year 2011

Month

Officers Meeting

Regular Meeting
Special
January.........................9th..........................................11th.....................14th Installation

February........................6th..........................................8th

March............................6th..........................................8th

April..............................10th........................................12th

May................................8th.........................................10th

June................................12th.......................................14th

July.................................10th.......................................12th

August............................14th.......................................16th

September.......................11th.......................................13th

October...........................9th.........................................11th

November...................... 6th....................................................................12th MC Ball

December ......................11th.........................................13th

Officers’ meeting is on the second Sunday of each month at 1000. All are welcomed to attend

Regular meeting is on the second Tuesday of each month at 1900 

Please mark your calendar with these dates.

From the Outgoing Commandant 

        First of all I must say that all credit for any success as your Commandant that I have enjoyed this past two years, must go to my Staff and Officers and our Detachment’s Past Commandants.  Without their counsel and guidance our Detachment would have had a difficult time.  But instead, we have enjoyed great success in all of our endeavors. 


I have had the privilege and honor in presiding over two Birthday Balls, and each year it has been better than the previous year.  Our Detachment’s financial status under our able Paymaster, Past Commandant Andy Anderson has grown significantly.  Through Past Commandant George Hilbish we have become very involved in the Scouting program and his additional assignment as Web Sergeant continues to bring new members to our rolls.  


Our Toys for Tots has grown beyond our expectations, due directly to the hard work and skills of Past Commandant Herm Swanson.  Our Toys for Tots warehouse is a smooth running and efficient operation as a result of our Warehouse Manager Rick Blanchard, and our Logistics coordinator Judge Advocate Kelley Byers.  We have enjoyed wonderful Media attention through the efforts of our Public Affairs Coordinator, Junior-Vice Commandant Jeff Brennan. 


But I must say that without the support, understanding and reassurance of Senior Vice Commandant Dante Pugh, we would not be looking back on the success and accomplishments achieved these past years.  Through his diligence and hard work we now have our own Detachment Challenge Coin that is the envy of Detachments throughout the State.   


We have developed a wonderful relationship with the Wilson High School Junior Marine Corps ROTC and our relationship with AMVETS Post #1 has grown to encompass joint activities such as joint color guard.  


A special thank you to all our Marines who have participated in our endeavors giving of themselves, bringing their expertise and demonstration the Marine Corps motto of Semper Fidelis and the Marine Corps tradition of  “Once a Marine, Always a Marine.”  You have made our Detachment a success recognized for its abilities and praised for its service to our community and our Corps. 


I wish to extend and invitation to attend our Officer Installation Ceremony dinner on 14 January 2011 starting at 1700 and dinner to follow at 1800 at AMVETS Post No. 1.  Dinner is steak night and will include entertainment. 


I ask each and every member to render the same level of enthusiasm, support, and teamwork to our new Commandant that you have given me.  








George Hight Jr.

From the Commandant


From Dante Pugh:   I want to thank you for your trust and confidence in electing me as your Commandant for the ensuing year.  I am enthusiastic and am looking forward in fulfilling my new responsibilities that comes with that position.  It’s a tough job but with your help, we can do it.  We need to work together so that our Detachment will grow, prosper and where members will enjoy attending our meetings.  Now let’s get on with the business on hand:


Welcome on board.  We have received a transfer request from Terrence L. Tobin, a Leaguer who is a member at large.  Welcome on board, we are glad to have you join our ranks.


Young Marines:   We have received word that the Mount Rainier Detachment 989, in Enumclaw, WA is about to fold.  Their Young Marines platoon, the “Carbon Glacier Young Marines, (CGYM)” is active and doing well.  MCL rules require that each Young Marine unit be subordinate to a MCL Detachment. When the Mt Rainier Detachment folds, it was requested that we absorb CGYM under our sponsorship and guidance.  The Detachment voted on this subject, and it was voted upon unanimously to absorb the Carbon Glacier Young Marines into our Detachment. 


Boy Scouts:  The Scout Master of Troop 410 announced that they will be promoting four Eagle Scouts this year.  He requested that all four be awarded the MCL Eagle Scout certificate.  Mr. Scout Master, we will be more than glad to do that.  


Raffle Ticket Sales:  During the weekend of 18 and 19 December, we sold raffle tickets at the WAC gun show at the fair grounds in Puyallup.  Here are the results:


Saturday, 18 December we sold 500 tickets at $2.00 each


Sunday, 19 December, we sold 230 tickets 


Also, on each of the two days, we had two Marines in dress blues standing behind Toys for Tots collection boxes and a donation box.  The results of this effort, we collected 327 toys and $3,665 exclusively for the Toys for Tots effort.  


Our next ticket sales will be on 22 and 23 January, and 26 and 27 February.  


Toys for Tots:  This year’s effort we collected and distributed 48,392 toys to needy children.  A hearty thanks to all who participated.  Without your effort, this would have not been possible.   


Challenge Coins:  We have received our order of 100 challenge coins.  They are $10.00 each.  That’s the price we paid for each coin, and that’s the price we are selling them.  Our next order may be more expensive. 


Air rifles:   We have received six or the nine air rifles for the Wilson High School Junior Marine Corps ROTC program.  The three remaining rifles have been ordered and should be arriving shortly.  


Also Col Neely USMC (Ret) presented our detachment with a framed photo of these eight air rifle shooters.  It will be displayed at the AMVETS hallway. 


Installation Dinner:  Our installation was held on 14 January at the AMVETS Post No. 1.  John Stofiel, a Past Department of Washington Commandant was the installing officer.  And as usual, he did a terrific job.  The color guard was provided by the Wilson High School Junior Marine Corps ROTC, as well as two cadets who did a fantastic job in a demonstration of swirling and spinning their rifles.  There were approximately 35 people in attendance. 


Spring Staff Conference:  The Department of Washington Spring Staff Conference will be held on 2 April in Yakima, WA.  We drive from Tacoma around noon of 1 April, and return in the evening of the 2nd.  Please make hour reservations now, we will be staying at the Oxford Suites, 1701 E Yakima Ave, Yakima, WA 98901. Tel: 1-800-4040-7848, or (509) 457-9000. The room rate is $93.plus tax $11.17.


Complimentary amenities include, a “Full Hot Breakfast Buffet,” evening reception, featuring appetizers and your choice of wine, beer of soft drinks, high sped wireless internet access throughout hotel, indoor pool & spa and fitness center.    










Dante Pugh

Interesting Statistics FY 2010

USMC percentage of DOD budget: 6.1%

For that the Marines provide:


15% of ground maneuver brigades or Regimental Combat Teams


12% of fighter/attack planes


19% of attack helicopters

Average Cost of Active Duty Member


Marine     $63,335

Sailor   $76,694


Soldier     $72,781

Airman $78,701

Officer/Enlisted Ratio


USMC 1 to 8.4  -  Navy 1 to 5.3  -  Army 1 to 5.0  -  Air Force 1 to 4.0 

Average Age


USMC 24.9 - Army 28.5 - Navy 28.7 - AF 29.6

E-3 and below


USMC 83,047 (45.7%)
Navy 79,324 (28.9%)


Army 118,793 (25.6%)
AF 69,265 (26%)

Number of Generals/Admirals


USMC 81 - Army 315 - Navy 221 - AF 284 -Secdef 81

Afghanistan Forces U.S. 92,000


USMC 21,000 - Army 57,000 - Navy 4,000 - AF 9,000 


A Marine is a Marine


Commandant of the Marine Corps’ Planning Guidance:  It begins with the Commandant’s priorities, then his planning guidance follows, and is in turn followed by important information, important to all of us.  A quote from the Commandant, General James F. Amos: 


“A Marine is a Marine.  I set that policy two weeks ago - there’s no such thing as a former Marine.  You’re a Marine, just in a different uniform and you’re in a different phase of your life.  But you’ll always be a Marine because you went to Parris Island, San Diego or the hills of Quantico.  There’s no such thing as a former Marine.”

Distress Hot Line

The Marine Corp has developed a new DISTRESS Line for Marines to speak 

anonymously to licensed counselors about their hardships and stress.  The 24/7 call center is available for all active duty, retired, reserve and former Marines, as well as their family members and loved ones at no cost.  To reach the DISTRESS Line, call 1-877-476-7734 or visit http://www.distressline.com/
Agent Orange and Cancer


Because Agent Orange is linked to cancer, all Vietnam veterans are urged to get their PSA (prostate cancer blood test) and DRE (digital rectal exams) as soon as possible.   One test discovered some anomalies on one person which will be taken care of by proton beam therapy. This consists of 45 sessions encompassing five a days a week, and will end in March.  

Goodbye Marine Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle

By Spencer Ackerman, 

January 12, 2011


The Marines have reached the death knell of their next-generation “Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle (EFV)” (armored amphibious vehicle, formerly referred to as the Amtrack), by asking for a cheaper version.  Only the problem is that cheap missiles and tanks may make the next-generation New Amphibious Vehicle irrelevant before it ever gets Marines to a beach.   


The trouble with the EFV, killed by Defense Secretary Robert Gates last week, was the “fiscal environment,” LtGen George Flynn, commander of the Combat Development Command, told reporters this morning.  In other words, its ballooning, $13 billion total cost - and not the landing craft itself.  What’s now being called the New Amphibious Vehicle will have to bring Marines ashore in an armored, armed tracked vehicle that can maneuver on a beach against an enemy. 


The important thing is keeping the costs down.  “We have to nail the requirements right at the front end,” Flynn said, in the 90 to 95 percent range,” so the Marines aren’t going back and forth with the manufacturer for expensive upgrades. 


Flynn doubted that the New Amphibious Vehicle would “be operating from further out” at sea than 25 nautical miles its predecessor swam - even though the Navy’s concerned about the brush back “anti access” missiles tech that push its ship further from the shore.  (All Flynn specified was that the landing craft would have to go from “beyond the horizon.)”
(Comment: Please note that certain foreign navies have ships that are equipped with anti-ship missile having a 100+ nautical mile range. Ed.)


He doesn’t want the New Amphibious Vehicle to be heavier than the EFVs 38 tons, since increasing the bulkiness of its armor will reduce its mobility.  The Marines may seek upgrades on “new firepower and armor suspension technology.”  But for the most part, Flynn aid, the service is “not going to have to plow old ground.”


That may explain how the Marines are almost ready to ask industry what it can design for the New Amphibious Vehicle.  Flynn aid the Marines’ request will be ready by the end of the month or the first week in February, along with requests to upgrade its ancient Amphibious Assault Vehicle fleet with new digital communications tools as a gap-filler and accelerate the Marine Personnel Carrier.  He hesitated to give a date for when the New Amphibious Vehicle could be ready before he talks with potential manufacturers, but he said that he would like it to be ready in “under eight years.”


But eight years is a long time when considering the proliferation of missiles that make it easier to defend a beach from the arrival of amphibious vehicles.  And the rise of cheap home made bombs makes it easier to stop them once they get ashore.  That leaves two options.  “You would have to think about beginning the assault from a distance greater than 25 miles, or beyond the EFV’s assault range,” says Andrew Krepinevich of the Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments.  Or you’d have to look at “intense battlefield prep,” using a combination of air assault, cyberattacks and missile attacks before landing the Marines.  


And raises a basic question:  Is coming from the sea the only way to storm a beach these days?  Or is coming from the air as well going to be what distinguishes tomorrow’s beach charges from the Inchon landing of six decades ago?


“The goal is to so erode the enemy defenses that you can establish air superiority over the assault points and mount a successful attack from well within the 25-mile zone,” Krepinevich continues.  “If you can’t, well then you’re back at the more modest capability.” 


It’s not like Flynn thinks coming from the sea is the only way to take the beaches of the future.  The Marines’ V-22 tiltrotor aircraft could fly beyond an enemy’s defenses,” he said, “to go where enemy’s is not - (to get behind them or come over the horizon and use the sea as a maneuver space.”  But there’s no backing off a new tracked amphibious vehicle as a key component of future invasions. 


Accordingly, it didn’t sound like the Combat Development Command leader wanted to see the EFV to go.  Asked if he recommended its cancellation, Flynn simply replied, “I believe that the program is unaffordable.”

Marines’ Stealth Jet Struggling

By Noah Shachtman

January 6, 2011


The plan is that 90% of America’s combat aviation power is eventually supposed to come from F-35 Joint Strike Fighters (JSF).  But the $338 billion program has busted its budget so badly; it’s on the verge of collapse.  So a couple of weeks back some two-bit defense pundit proposed overhauling the JSF effort by getting rid of the most expensive, most technically complex model: The one for the Marines that takes off and lands vertically, helicopter style.    It’s a neat trick but its battlefield utility is debatable.  “The Marines have talked themselves into believing they really need this capability,” one senior defense official told me.  “But it’s one we’ve never counted on in any fight.”  


Now, as if on cue, the Marines’ JSF is once again proving itself to be the problem child of the F-35 program.  Bob Cox with the Ft. Worth Star-Telegram reports that the Lockheed Martin built F-35B has only completed 91 of its test flights this year - far short of the 125 scheduled.  “Failure rates are higher than predicted,” Lockheed CEO Bob Stevens tells Cox.  The cooling fans, lift fan doors, actuators, and other switches are the current headaches. 


In contrast, Cox notes, test flights for the stealth jet’s two models “are both well ahead of plan.  Looks like it’s time for those to be the only two models.  


Of course, just when the JSF program needs to trim down, the House defense appropriations panels lards it up with $450 million for a second F-35 engine that the Pentagon says it doesn’t need.  As if the program wasn’t expensive and complicated enough.  

U.S. Sending 1,400 Marines to Afghanistan  

Washington DC 

January 6, 2011


The Pentagon is sending 1,400 more Marine combat forces to Afghanistan.  Defense Department spokesman Col Dave Lapan said Thursday the Marines are now being notified and are expected to go within weeks. 


Lapan says Defense Department Robert Gates approved the additional forces Wednesday in hopes of consolidating gains already made during the troop buildup in Afghanistan and of putting extra pressure on insurgents. 


When President Barak Obama a year ago approved the original troop surge of 30,000 forces, he gave Gates leeway to add an extra 10 percent, or 3,000 extra forces, as need arose.  Lapan says the additional 1,400 Marines will keep the number within the limit Obama set.   
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