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Have a Very Merry Christmas




     And a Terrific New Year 


This newsletter is the unofficial publication of the Pierce County Detachment No. 504, of the Marine Corps League (MCL), located in Tacoma, WA.  The Detachment is subordinate to the Department of WA, MCL.  This publication reflects neither the views nor the opinions of any U.S. government agency nor any private organizations.  This newsletter is published approximately 10 times a year and is free to the members of this Detachment.  Please address all comments or correspondence to the Adjutant/Paymaster at the email address or phone number below:
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DETACHMENT MEETINGS are held once monthly at 7PM on the second Tuesday of each month.  We meet at:



AMVETS Post No. 1



5715 South Tyler Street



Tacoma, WA 98407
Tel: (253) 472-2822
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Schedule of Events:

12 November

Toys for Tots starts

9 December

Set up Boxes at the Gun Show, Puyallup Fair Grounds at 1300

10-11 December 
Toys for Tots collection event at the Gun Show at the Puyallup Fair Grounds

11 December

Officers meeting 1200 at the AMVETS Post No. 1, after brunch.
13 December

Regular meeting, 1900 at the AMVETS Post No. 1

From the Commandant

Marine Corps Ball Report:  On Saturday November 12th, we again had a terrific Ball, as we celebrated the 236th birthday of our Corps.  The festivities were held at our regular meeting place, the AMVETS Post No. 1.  The color guard was provided by the Wilson High School Junior ROTC.  As usual, we read the Commandant’s message and had the cake cutting ceremony.  Our Guest of honor and speaker was Col Neely, USMC (Ret), the Director of the Wilson High School Junior ROTC, and we danced to the Michael Crane Band.   


A total of 86 persons attended, including eight Republic of Korea former Marines and their wives.  They enjoyed the festivities, and were impressed at the variety of uniforms in the place, to include the Wilson High School ROTC color guard, mess dress, lots of dress blues, etc. 


During the Ball, Ron and Don, the disc jockeys of the Ron on Don Show, at KIRO FM 97.3 radio show in Seattle, were presented with the bronze Distinguished Citizen’s Medal by the Commandant.  Similarly, George Cargill, the Deputy Director of the Tri-West Health Care Alliance was presented with a Ka-Bar for his numerous contributions to our Detachment. 

Seems like each year the Marine Corps Ball held by our Detachment gets better 
And better.  A great time was held by all. We have reserved the same hall for our next 

year’s Marine Corps Ball, on Saturday, 10 November 2012.

Raffle:  We held our drawing for the raffle, the three winners are:


1st Prize $500 was James Thompson of Tacoma  


2nd Prize $300 was Mike Anderson of Fall City, WA


3rd Prize $200 was G. L. Buckholtz of Seattle.  Mr. Bucholtz declined the prize and returned it back to the Detachment for the good work we were doing.  Thanks a million.

Toys for Toys:   Again it’s kickoff time for the annual Toys for Tots program.  As usual, we need all the volunteers we can get.  Last year we collected and distributed over 48,000 toys to needy children.  This is a great and honorable undertaking and we would like to ask each of you to contribute at least one days’ effort.  Please call George Hight at 861-4525.


Your duties will be to collect, store, sort out, the toys at our warehouse.  The warehouse is open on weekdays from 0800 to 1700 (and some times later), and on Saturday from 0930 to 1230.  On Sundays we are closed.   The warehouse is located on 2210 South “C” Street, in Tacoma, 98402.   No minor children please.  

Elections:  We will be holding our election of officers during our 10 January 2012 regular meeting. If you are interested in being elected, or appointed to any of the officer’s position, please let the Commandant know.  Have a very Christmas and a wonderful New Year.  








Semper Fi,








Dante Pugh
Lock in a VA Loan before Interest Rates Rise


Interest rates are near an all time low, but are expected to rise.  Get up to $417,000 through your VA Home Loan to lower your monthly payments and eliminate debt.  Refinance before rates rise to keep your family financially protected.  Go to: 


 https://secure.military.com/leadss/VALoanNew/Step1.jsp?ESRC=11106SOL_txt.se

Lower monthly payments

Make home repairs or remodeling

Pay off high interest credit cards debt

Pay off second mortgage.  Find lenders ready to help your refinance:

https://secure.military.com/leads/VALoanNew/Step1.jsp?ESRC=111026SOL_txt.se 

Vet Jobs Bill Becomes Law


Surrounded by veterans, service organizations and principal Senate and House sponsors, President Obama signed into law the VOW to Hire Heroes Act of 2011 at a White House ceremony Monday, 14 November.  The First Lady Michelle Obama, the Vice President, and Dr. Jill Biden also attended the signing. 


The legislation includes employer tax credits for hiring unemployed veterans, job training benefits for older veterans, and upgraded transition services for men and women leaving active duty, among other initiatives.  


“The MOAA (Military Officers Association of America) is particularly pleased to see employer tax credits in the VOW to Hire Heroes Act,” said MOAA President VADM Norb Ryan USN (Ret), who attended the White House ceremony.  “MOAA has long championed employer tax credits for hiring our National Guard and Reserve service women and men.  The VOW to Hire Heroes Act broadens this concept by extending these credits to all unemployed veterans with higher tax credits for hiring unemployed disabled veterans.”


Earlier, Senator Patty Murray (D-WA), who chairs the Senate Veterans’ Affairs committee, cited MOAA’s efforts to help push the legislation through Congress.

What is a Veteran?


A veteran is someone who, at one point in his life wrote a blank check made payable to “The United States of America” for an amount of “up to an including my life.”  That is Honor, and there are way too many people in this country who no longer understand it. 

U.S. And Australia Agreement

November 16, 22011

Associated Press by Ben Feller


The agreement, announced during a joint news conference with Australian Prime Minister Julia Gillard and President Barak Obama, will expand the U.S.  Military presence in Australia, positioning more U.S.  Personnel and equipment there, and increasing American access to bases.  About 250 U.S. Marines will begin a rotation in northern Australia starting next year, with a full force of 2,500 military personnel staffing up over the next several years.


Obama called the deployment “significant,” and said it would build capacity and cooperation between the U.S. and Australia.  U.S.  Officials were careful to emphasize that the pact was not an attempt to create a permanent American military presence in Australia.  


“It allows us to meet the demand of a lot of partners in the region that want to feel that they’re getting the training, they’re getting the exercises, and that we have the presence that’s necessary to maintain the security architecture in the region” Obama said. 


The president spoke shortly after arriving in the Australian capital, his second stop on a nine-day tour of the Asia-Pacific region.  After a 10-hour flight from Honolulu, where he hosted an economic summit, Obama headed straight into meeting with Gillard. 


On Thursday, Obama will address the Australian Parliament, and then fly to the northern city of Darwin, where some of the Marines deploying to Australia next year will be based. 


A Marine Liaison team is expected to be in Darwin early next year “to work with their Australian counterparts on planning for the larger force presence.  This contingent will also look to initially focus on enabling company level training with Australia.” the Marines said. 


That contingent will start a ‘gradual’ phased build up to the 250 personnel MAGTF which will occur”based on mutual concurrence.”  The statement said. It is likely that a small number of Marines will remain at Darwin to facilitate the arrival of the rotational units. 


The Marines will not build any facilities, the statement noted.  That could be an important factor, considering the expected defense budget reduction, and congressional resistance to overseas military construction funds.  
China’s Reaction 


China responded swiftly, warning that an expanded U.S. military footprint in Australia may not be appropriate and deserved grater scrutiny.  


President Barak Obama insisted that the United States does not fear China, even as he announced a new security agreement with Australia that is widely viewed as a response to China’s growing aggressiveness. 

Marine Air Ground Task Force will

Make up U.S. Marine Presence in Australia

By Otto Kreisher, seapowermagazine.org

17 November 2011


The New U.S.  Marine Corps commitment to Australia announced Nov. 16 by President Barak Obama will be a combined arms Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF) on normal rotational deployments from units throughout the service.  Marine headquarters said Nov 17.  


The detachment of about 2,500 Marines and Nay corpsmen, slightly larger than the Marine Expeditionary Units that routinely deploy with amphibious strike groups, will be based at the Australian army base near Darwin, on Australia’s tropical northern coast, for about six months at a time, the Marines said in a statement. 


A MAGTF would have an infantry unit with its supporting artillery, an aviation element, which would have helicopters and possibly AV-8B Harriers, a logistical element and a command element. 


The units assigned to Darwin will be “Globally sourced,” the statement said.  “The U.S.  will maintain its commitments in Northeast Asia while anticipating future challenges in Southeast Asia.  Commitments to allies such as Japan and South Korea will not be affected by the announcements.” 


That differs from earlier indications that the units sent to Australia would come from Marines currently based on Okinawa, 8,000 of whom are expected to relocate to Guam in the future. 


A Marine Liaison team is expected to be in Darwin early next year “to work with their Australian counterparts on planning for the larger force presence.  This contingent will also look to initially focus on enabling company level training wit Australia.” the Marines said.


That contingent will start a “gradual phased build up to the 2,500 personnel MAGTF, which will occur based on mutual concurrence, the statement said.  It is likely a small number of Marines will remain at Darwin to facilitate the arrival of the rotational units.


The Marines will not build any facilities the statement noted.  That could be an important factor, considering the expected defense budget reductions and congressional resistance to overseas military construction funds. 


During the wet season, when heavy rains and flooding severely restrict activities in the Northern Territory, the U.S. Marines will train and exercise with allied and partners throughout the Asia-Pacific region, especially in Southeast Asia.” the Marines said.   


The Marines have not had and extended presence in Australia since they used it as a staging area and rest sport during the island hopping campaign in World War II.

My Night at the Marine Corps Ball

Written by Justin Timberlake

Tuesday, 15 November 2011

(Comment: Justin Timberlake is on of the most commercially successful pop musicians in the world.  He has won six Grammy Awards and our Emmy Awards.  As a fan of his, Cpl DeSantis invited him to be her date at the Marine Corps Ball via a You Tube video that went viral. He accepted. Ed.)


I’m writing this after attending an event that turned out to be one of the most moving evenings I’ve ever had. 


I had the honor and privilege last Saturday night (11/12) of attending The Basic School Instructor Battalion 236th Marine Corps Birthday Ball at the Greater Richmond Convention Center with Corporal Kelsey DeSantis USMC. 


I knew I would have an evening that I wouldn’t forget.  Something I could tell my friends about.  What I didn’t know was how moved I would be by the whole experience. 


I’ve always been very vocal about my support of our Armed Forces. I’ve always felt like they offered us the opportunity to live our lives freely without the fear that so many other nations have to endure still to this day.  And they do it without asking for anything in return.  I had this very feeling walking into this dinner.  So, to say I was stoked to be there would be more than accurate. 


As the evening got started, I met Kelsey and we made our way to the ballroom where Marine Ball was going to be held.  I stopped in an area designated as a kind of VIP for some of the officers, I think.  I took some photos and shook hands with some of the men and women who take such great care of our freedom.  It was nice to be there already.


Then, we moved to the ballroom where the dinner was set up.  For a short while, I had the opportunity to sit with Kelsey, get to know her and get a tiny glimpse into what her life as a Marine was like.  She talked about her training in mixed martial arts with a passion, and discipline, and a respect.  It reminded me of how I hear my favorite athletes talk about their sport or, how I hear my favorites among my peers in music and then talk about their craft. 


We sat in this huge ballroom and were the only ones there as, we had beaten the rest of the crowd who were on their way in.  So we got a decent amount of time to chat before the ceremony started. 


She seemed to me to be so humble and honest.  Very cool.  She also simultaneously seemed like she was nervous about the whole evening and if I was going to enjoy myself. ”Are you okay?” she asked 2 or 3 times.  “I hope you are having fun.  I know you will once my crew of friends gets here to the table.”


I have to tell you, it’s not every day that I meet a 23 year old girl and she’s more worried about if I’m having fun or if I’m comfortable. It hit me all of a sudden that these were the type of people that look after us and our freedom.  Humble, concerned for others before themselves.  This was the type of person our Marine Corps was building.  I was really blown away. 


It seemed like all of a sudden I was surrounded by her great friend and fellow Marines as the closest ones to her made their way to our table.  She again assured me that I was going to love all of her friends - that they were a “kick-ass” group of people.


She couldn’t be more right.  I laughed and laughed with all of them almost immediately and felt very close to them.  They reminded me of my friends (the ones I like, at least).  Cool, un-affected, and real.  This was going to be a fun night. 


What happened then took me by such a surprise that I was almost brought to tears.  In act our whole table was.


They started the ceremony.  And the next thing I knew I was watching a video about Pearl Harbor/WW2 and the September 11 attacks.  It was a video with some first hand accounts from some Marines who were there.  Telling their stories of the sights and sounds of war and rescue.  So vivid and real.  So honest but, so filled with a sense of compassion and adoration for this wonderful country.  They spoke with a pride that only they could have acquired through their experience as a U.S. Marine.  There was a common theme that I began to notice as well.  No matter what the situation.  No matter how dire.


They were there FIRST.  They were the front lies.  No questions. Just reaction.


While this tribute was playing, you could hear a pin drop.  It was a surreal moment to be in that room with so many of our great Marines who have such a different type of connection to those stories.  One that we who don’t serve will NEVER understand.  It was familial.  It was like they were listening to their own blood brothers.  I glanced around the room at the young men and women, spouses and Marines.  At kids away beyond their years, really. And so deeply entwined.


Not just a battle, even though we who have never endured anything remotely close to those experiences and have NO position to comment on, but by having such life changing experiences thorough them and to not ever waver in their love and respect for our homeland.  That’s what I saw.  A faith in us that has been tested time and time again.  And through it all, NEVER a drop of doubt. 


I was truly moved.  The evening went on and we ate and took photos and drank and made jokes. 


There were some speeches that promoted many Ooh-rahs!  And applauses.  There were laughs.  We even danced a little.


I felt so proud to be there.  I felt like I was getting a chance to be among my heroes.  It’s funny too because a lot of them are so much younger than me. 


The evening wound down for me as I had to catch a plane.  But I have to say that I had so much fun with Kelsey and her crew of friends.  They were just really nice people.  Classy Marines but, not without a great sense of humor.  Really individuals but, not without a sense of community.  


I said my goodbyes to them but not before I got a chance to tell them how much the evening had meant to me.  They made me feel so welcome to be there and I’ll never forget it. 


We all have our own individual views on war.  But doesn’t that speak to just another thing that makes this country so special. The fact we can all wake up every morning and be individual with a pure sense of freedom?  But one thing that can’t be argued is that it’s because of the people who VOLUNTEER their lives to make sure that it’s protected at all times.  And like I said before, doing so while asking for nothing in return.


To all of you that serve everyday for us ensuring our freedom, I say my deepest gratitude to you.  Nothing makes me feel more honor and pride than when I get to meet one of you.  Last night changed my life and I will never forget it. 


To me who get to benefit from this type of person, one with character and courage.  With strength and bravery.  With humility and honor, I say: Send your thanks.  Do it however you can.  Write a letter, type an email, hell, buy ‘em a beer next time you run into someone from our Armed Forces in a bar.  When they say thank you for that drink, which cost you three bucks.  They’ll mean it.  They won’t take it for granted and they won’t forget it.  


Thank you Corporal Kelsey DeSantis.  Thank you for inviting me, and thank you for being my hero.  

A Doctor’s View of the Marines

By Doctor, LCdr Dave Dennihly MC, USN

Diplomat American Board of Emergency Medicine

10 November 2010, 1300 hours.

(Comment: This is a Marine Corps Birthday message from a Navy Doctor in Afghanistan.  He is stationed at a major non-Marine base.  Ed.)


The Corps that we served and love lives on.  May God bless Them, Us, Our Corps and Our Nation.  


When a Marine crosses my path, I usually engage him in one form or another and when they are in my shop, I can sometimes make what’s routine for me less daunting to the Marine.  Marines don’t like medical, pure and simple.  


Not that I want to see Marines injured but I just want to see Marines.   Marines don’t show up to sick call with I want my mommy.  Marines don’t walk the base in PT gear or with their weapons slung haphazardly, Marines seldom if ever, fail to note an officer passing and render a snappy salute.  Marines take care of their own but are appreciative of those Docs that take care of them. 


Apart from my medical degree, the award, honor, ribbon, or academic acknowledgment that I am most proud of is the “Fleet Marine Force” warfare device that I earned deploying with 2/23 Marines to Ramadi, Iraq in 2009.  


Marines do show up here at KAF though I usually take the opportunity to mess with them.  Two Marines were in the chow hall on their way to Camp Leatherneck and I asked if I can join them.  The two Lance Corporals seemed a little suspicious but after I put them at ease with some old man banter, they swiveled their heads around and asked me... Sir, what the ____ is this place?  Everybody has gym clothes on an it looks like their weapons don’t even work.  What’s with the hippie civilians?  I explained KAF and they were both happy that they will be leaving soon.  


I see Marines in primary care when they come on a consult to see ophthalmology or our neurologist the TBI specialist.  The LNO, and FMF corpsman, will grab me if they have any wounded related issue.  I have had two Marines seeing those specialists for eye injuries or TBIs and I have seen them for the holes where shrapnel tore into their subcutaneous space and was subsequently removed, leaving a gaping open wound.  Luckily, they were alive, but they were left with a big hole that would take a month to heal.  


I offered them a delayed primary closure to the two of them telling them that they had a fifty-fifty chance of not getting infected.  Like all Marines, adventuresome and for the most part trusting of a Navy doctor, an FMF doc, they said that if it would get them back to their unit they were good to go. I scrubbed their wounds, debrided margins and sutured them up.


I see Marines in my trauma bay and unusually these Marines have not been lucky.  When I know they’re coming I have on my game face and I ask the Lord for my A Game.  A sniper’s bullet to the head, a dismembered IED blast and a Marine who I will call “Rocky.”  Rocky is a Recon Marine, the toughest of the tough.  His face, neck and upper chest were exposed to an IED blast.  He is six foot two, two hundred and 45 pounds.  He comes in a litter only an IV and a face that looks like hamburger.  His left eye is ruptured and his right is swollen shut.  Thankfully, he can answer me and nods and gives one word answers.  I tell him that we will put him to sleep and square him away.  


He tells me “Doc, do what you got to do” The blinded Marine shows bearing in the face of serious injury.  After the CT scan that confirms his eye is ruptured, but has spared his brain, we clean up his face the best we can while we wait for his time in the OR.  My team takes out eight stones blown into his face and neck.  The smallest being the size of a peanut, the largest the size of a pecan.  We save all the stones for him.  


At the same time in another bay, another Marine has been shot in the head.    Luckily he is awake and although speech comes with difficultly, the bullet tract is on the periphery of the brain.  He will go to surgery with our Neurosurgeon and blessedly do well.  Before he goes to the OR I need to squeeze his hand and wish him luck.  On his chest is written: “May help come from the maker of heaven and earth.”  Psalm 121.2. The third Marine unfortunately is a fallen angel.


I am also lucky to have two former Marines on my trauma team... One is now hardened experienced ICU/ER nurse.  He served in Vietnam as a Recon Marine in 1968.  The other is a former grunt and Hollywood Marine and is also an experienced ER nurse.  These two necessary components make my trauma team the best in Afghanistan - simple as that.

The Last Navajo “Code Talker”

from Famed USMC Unit 

20 November 2011

By David Paulin


The “greatest generation” won the Second World War and on returning home built America into a super power - a beacon of freedom.  Now these Americans are in their 80s and 90s.


One of them is former Navajo “code talker” Chester Nez - the subject of a recent article in the Albuquerque Journal, “The Last Code Talker,” now 90 years old, Nez is “the last living member of the U.S. Marine Corps 382nd Platoon, comprised of 29 Navajos who developed a secret code that the Japanese were never able to decipher,” noted the Journal.


Some 430 bilingual Navajo Americans, fluent in English and their Navajo, played crucial roles in sending coded tactical messages in the Navajo language during the horrific island hopping campaigns in the Pacific.


Among the former code talkers’ dwindling ranks, there are no cynical post modernists -even though Nez, as the Journal explained, had a traditional Navajo boyhood - attending Indian boarding schools where “the children were forced to speak English and were punished when they were caught talking their native Navajo.  It was part of the federal government’s effort to acculturate Native Americans.  It’s the journal, not Nez which dwells on that however. 


Nez prefers to talk proudly about his military service and in particular, a Congressional Gold Medal he received:  “One of only 29 in existence - given to Nez by then President George W. Bush during a White House ceremony July 26, 2001.” noted the Journal.   The article continues:

Five of the original 29 Navajo Code Talkers, the men who developed and implemented the code that confounded the Japanese during World War II and was never broken, received the medals that day.

In a moment that speaks to the reverence Nez holds for his country, instead of shaking the president’s hand after being handed the medal, he saluted President Bush as his commander in chief.  

When the ceremony took place, five of the “original 29" were living.  Today only Nez remains.

I always think about those guys I served with.  I try to remember what I did with those guys and how we fought together,” Nez said nearly deaf and reliant on a wheel chair since losing the lower portion of both legs to diabetes, said in an interview.  “It made me feel very sorry when I would hear that they had passed.” 


In America’s southwest, the Navajo code talkers are heroes.  They’re proud of their military service as reflected during a school oral history fair, a former code talker sang the Marine Corps Hymn in English - and Navajo.

For Wounded Marines, 

a ‘Lollipop’ to Ease Pain
November 3, 2011

Agence France-Presse


U.S. Marines badly wounded in Afghanistan may get a “lollipop” pain killer from now on instead of the traditional shot of morphine, a Marine Corps spokesman said Tuesday.


The new treatment offers an alternative to the morphine needle “you see in World War II movies, with medics jabbing a syrette into a Marine’s leg or arm.  Captain Brian Block says. The Fentanyl lollipop offers corpsmen a faster way to ease the pain of a battlefield injury as the drug can be absorbed more rapidly through a lozenge in the mouth than from a needle injected into a muscle.  Block said.  The absorption is actually faster through the blood vessels in the mouth.  You don’t have to worry about shock which will constrict the blood vessels in a major muscle in a leg or an arm, Block said.


After U.S. Marine special operations forces used the new sucker successfully, commanders ordered the lollipop to be distributed to corpsmen throughout the Marine Corps, He said.  The corpsmen received the lollipop about two months ago.  Some corpsmen are already fielding it in Afghanistan.  


The lollipop also gives medics more control over the dosage, as the lozenge can be withdrawn at any moment, unlike a shot of morphine, he said. 


If the patient goes onto shock or if there’s a reason that you need to limit the dosage that you’re giving to them, you can just pop it out of the mouth in a way that you couldn’t with the syrette.  Once the morphine is in, the morphine’s in.


Like other medicine distributed to military medics, the lollipops are subject to strict controls and will not be handed out directly to troops on the battlefield, he said.  We’ll take appropriate steps to maintain accountability and maintain that they’re being used appropriately, he said.   


Corpsmen in Afghanistan will still have the option of employing the morphine syrette, a small needle on a collapsible tube.  And for the moment, the pain killing sucker will come in only one flavor - “berry” he said.

Marine Corps Testimony Before the 

Congressional Panel

By Maj Sam Moyer USMC (Ret)


Based upon what we’re seeing and reading the last couple of months, the Corps is putting a full court press into emphasizing that America needs us, needs our forward deployed MEUs, and that we’ve “done so much with so little for so long, that now we can do anything with nothing!”


It’s the same argument the Corps has to go through after every extensive ground war - WWI, WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and now OIF and OEF, where Marine Corps haters try to persuade DOD and Congress that we’re not “just another smaller, lighter land army,” so why not absorb us into the U.S. Army?


My guess is that the Corps is still safe, and that our mission as America’s 911 force is still seen as vital by DOD and congressional leadership.  Here is part of the testimony:


The Marine Corps has designed a readiness force for post-Afghanistan operations - beyond 2014 - “that mitigates this hybrid threat, creates options and provides decisions space for senior leadership” that considers joint, interagency and allied responses, General O’Donohue said.


That force will be fundamentally different from the current or pre 9/11 force, O’Donohue said.  “It draws on a rich history of innovations in irregular warfare, but is recast as a scalable crisis response force ready to counter complex irregular, conventional and hybrid threats - and the gray areas in between,” he said.


“Above all,” O’Donohue adds, “we prepare to operate in and adapt to unpredictable, uncertain, complex environments at a moment’s notice.”  He noted that irregular warfare is not new, and had the same definition in the Marines’ Small Wars Manual of 1940 as it does today.   
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